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Armstrongs of Disputed Plains 
AN AREA OF 320 ACRES, 

at Bentley, now known as 

Disputed Plains, was close 

to the boundaries of Tunstall 

and Runnymede, two of the 

early cattle stations. Shaw and 

Leycester owned Tunstall, Ward 

Stevens owned Runnymede, and 

both owners claimed this land. 

Shaw was an academic, unsuited 

to cattle station life, but he soon 

left the partnership leaving 

AA Leycester the sole owner of 

Tunstall. Stevens and Leycester 

Continued on page 2
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Armstrongs of Disputed Plains

Continued from page 1

became involved in a court case over 

the ownership of land and the court 

found in favour of Stevens. Leycester 

then took the case to the Privy 

Council in London, which decided 

in 1847 that neither party owned the 

land. It was still Crown Land and the 

borders had not been gazetted. Both 

men were required to pay their own 

court costs and, in consequence, were 

made bankrupt and had to sell their 

properties. Th e 320 acres in question 

later became known as Disputed 

Plains.

Alexander Armstrong was born in 

County Fermanagh in Ireland in 1823, 

and married Margaret McDonough in 

1841. Th ey immigrated to Australia on 

the 565-ton ship, Wilson, arriving in 

Sydney in January 1842. Upon arrival 

Armstrong worked as a farm hand for 

a while and later became the licensee 

of the Sportsmans’ Arms Hotel in 

Bong Bong Street, Kiama. In 1866 

the family came to the Richmond and 

selected the Disputed Plains acres 

(Lot 66).

In 1872, at sixty years of age, 

Alexander Armstrong died at an inn 

while travelling home after a visit to 

Grafton, only six years after settling 

at Disputed Plains. His body was 

taken to the Flying Horseshoe Inn in 

Grafton. In those days there were no 

morgues, and corpses were taken to 

an inn or public house, where a room 

always had to be made available to 

hold it until an autopsy or a funeral 

could be arranged. On this occasion 

a traveller arrived at the inn needing 

accommodation and all the rooms 

were occupied except the room 

containing the body. Th e inn owner, 

not wanting to turn the traveller away, 

hid the body behind a large wardrobe 

and gave the traveller the room for the 

night. When the traveller woke up the 

next morning and saw what was going 

on, he had such a shock that the doctor 

almost had two bodies to work on.

Th ere were six Armstrong sons—

Th omas, John, James, Charles, 

William and Alexander. Th ey were 

all big strong men and, as well as the 

original 320 acres, they also took up 

additional land at Bentley, Booraby 

Park, Back Creek and land that later 

became known as Fernside—their 

holdings totalling a maximum of 

about 20,000 acres. In their early days 

their main income was from logging. 

Th ey had bullock teams and would 

work day and night, sometimes in the 

pouring rain. Th ey used to take the 

pine logs and dump them on the bank 

of Pine Creek at Tuncester, and then 

when a fl ood came, they would roll the 

logs into the creek and let them fl oat 

down to a sawmill at Lismore, where 

there was a chain stretched across the 

river to catch them.

Th ere were fi ve Armstrong 

daughters—Ellen, Rebecca, Annie, 

Kate and Margaret. Four of the sisters 

were very genteel. Kate was not. She 

was very forthright and believed in 

calling a spade a spade. She had a very 

good command of coarse language 

and used it at times.

All the Armstrong family were 

very good judges of horse fl esh and 

competed in all the local shows. When 

Kate’s horse did not win, she always 

told the judge what she thought of 

him. On one occasion when her horse 

was placed second, she swore at the 

judge. Another time she took to the 

judge with her riding whip. It is not 

surprising that many show societies 

had trouble fi nding horse judges when 

they knew she was competing.

In 1888, James and William 

Armstrong decided that their horse, 

Sirius, was good enough for the 

Brisbane Cup. Th ey walked the 170 

miles to Brisbane, and their horse 

won the cup on 24 May 1888. On the 

way home James was suff ering with 

a stiff  neck, and at Murwillumbah 

they met a quack who called himself 

Mad Davison. Now Mad Davison 

had a whole lot of junket tablets and 

to make them more medicinal looking 

he coloured them all bright red with 

inkweed berry juice. He informed 

James that they would cure his sore 

neck but some of them had to be 

dissolved in whisky, which he very 

conveniently had. So James paid him 

a guinea for a small fl ask of whisky. 

Th en he had to rub the concoction on 

his neck. He got better but it is not 

known whether he rubbed any of it 

on his neck. Mad Davison was Jewish 

and it is known that a Jewish rabbi 

died after taking some of the tablets.

All the Armstrong family were 

absolutely devoted to their Aboriginal 

employees—one of them was Ralf 

Morgan. On 8 March 1901 Ralf was 

rolling pine logs into Pine Creek at 

Tuncester, and starting them fl oating 

down to a mill at Lismore, when he 
Th e drawing room at Disputed Plains, featuring equestrian memorabilia

(Photo courtesy Richmond River Historical Society)



APHS PIONEER • January/February 2012, Vol. 12, No. 1 • Page 3

Armstrongs of Disputed Plains

was accidentally drowned. James 

Armstrong was grief stricken. Th ere 

was almost a father-son relationship 

between them, and James later had a 

headstone erected over the grave, and 

cared for Ralf ’s little son, Jimmy.

Th e Armstrongs employed their 

own governesses but they could seldom 

keep them for long. Th ey mostly 

employed young beautiful girls, and 

young men suddenly had a desire to go 

out to Disputed Plains to see the nice 

horses. One such governess was Miss 

Charlotte Staff , who later married 

William Crawford, a pioneering settler 

of Alstonville, and became the mother 

of Ambrose and Foreman Crawford.

Th e girls, Kate and Maggie, did 

a wonderful job with their horses, 

but Rebecca’s skill in household 

things was largely responsible for the 

Armstrong hospitality, which was 

always extended to and appreciated by 

any visitor calling at Disputed Plains. 

Th e Armstrongs were always lavish 

in hospitality to anyone who called 

in when passing. Th ey were able to 

provide plenty of food as they had their 

own gallows and slaughter house, and 

their homegrown fruit and vegetables 

were always in plentiful supply. 

Rebecca, like all the other 

Armstrong girls, was a remarkably 

skilful equestrian, and in 1910 at the 

Brisbane Show she rode Ormond in 

the buckjump and Battleman in the 

novice high jump. A very active person, 

who assisted many philanthropic 

causes, she died at the age of seventy-

fi ve and her funeral was one of the 

largest seen at the time.

Kate Armstrong always said what 

she thought, but the Aboriginal 

children at Disputed Plains knew her 

as a kind and generous person. One 

time near Christmas, the teacher told 

the children that Santa Claus would 

soon be there. Ralf Morgan’s little son 

Jimmy, said, ‘Th at Santa not as good 

as Miss Kate and Miss Maggie. Th ey 

have sample bags and presents for us 

every time they come from shows.’

All the Armstrongs loved their 

horses and they established a horse 

cemetery. It is beside the road, right 

opposite the Armstrong homestead. 

William Armstrong, like all his 

family, was a great judge of horses 

and an exceptionally good rider. At a 

race meeting in Casino, he managed 

to win in a thrilling fi nish. In the 

closing stages of the race, he leaned 

so far forward on his horse that the 

judge said afterwards that he should 

have awarded the race to William and 

the horse second. Th e horse’s name 

was Ajax. In another race, Williams’ 

horse and another horse collided. 

Both horses and jockeys fell. In the 

confusion and the dust, William 

scrambled to his feet, climbed on the 

other fellow’s horse by mistake and 

won the race on the other horse. Th e 

judge probably nearly died laughing.

One of Lismore’s fi rst taxis was a 

Model-T Ford, owned and operated 

by Joe Drinkwater. One day Joe had 

a fare to be taken to Casino. Th e road 

from Lismore to Casino in those days 

went through Disputed Plains and 

was really nothing more than a boggy 

bullock wagon track with deep ruts in 

many places. Joe was going up a hill 

near Disputed Plains when he met 

Kate coming down with her horse 

and sulky. She called out to Joe, ‘Any 

stupid bastard could have seen me 

coming down. My sulky wheels are in 

the ruts and I can’t get them out and 

my horse won’t go in reverse, so you’ll 

have to back that tin lizzy of yours 

down the hill and let me pass.’ 

Joe backed down the hill and let her 

pass. Th en Joe had another attempt at 

driving up the hill but became bogged 

part way up. Kate got out of her sulky 

and got behind the old Ford and pushed 

and shoved and swore like a trooper, 

and Joe eventually got to the top of 

the hill. Kate said, ‘I’d rather have my 

horse and sulky than that … machine.’

On 18 December 1907 the 

Disputed Plains Church of England 

was dedicated (pictured on the cover), 

but is now no longer in use. 

Kate Armstong died on 4 

November 1922 and was buried in 

Casino. Her funeral was probably the 

only one like it ever seen in Australia. 

All her horses followed her to the 

graveside, carrying the ribbons and 

decorations they had won. 

In later years, the family converted 

the property to beef cattle and rented 

land to Italian migrants, who grew 

bananas, beans, peas and tomatoes. 

Today their descendants are some of 

the leading business and professional 

men of Lismore.

BILL MASON

Many horse photographs and trophies in the Disputed Plains drawing room

(Photo courtesy Richmond River Historical Society)
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Bunya Mountains—Then and Now

BARBARA AND I recently spent a 
few days holidaying in Toowoomba, 
Queensland. On one of the days 
we decided to travel approximately 
100 kms north west to the Bunya 
Mountains National Park for a spot of 
bush walking and bird watching.

We arrived right on morning tea 
time of 10 am, had just got our picnic 
basket out, when we were joined by two 
king parrots, a female satin bower bird 
and two currawongs. Th ere were signs 
everywhere about not feeding the birds, 
but people had obviously ignored these 
as the birds were as tame as anything 
and showed no fear.

Th ere are many walking tracks 
ranging from a few hundred metres 
to many kilometres but each is very 
interesting. Th e magnifi cent Bunya 
pine trees abound, some as large as 50 
metres high and 2 metres girth. Th is 
is the largest stand of Bunya pines in 
the world.

Th e Timber Getters
European settlement spread rapidly 
across the Darling Downs in the 
1850–60s and it wasn’t long before 
timber getters were drawn to the 
abundant supply of red cedar and 
other valuable timber growing on the 
mountain. Initially, the Bunya pines 
were left unharmed for the Aboriginal 
people.

About twenty-fi ve sawmills are 
believed to have operated on or 
around the Bunyas—some were just 
small family concerns, but when the 
Great Bunya Sawmill opened during 
1883 in the foothills of the mountain’s 
southern side, the assault on Hoop 
and Bunya pines began in earnest.

Th e felled trees were hauled by 
bullocks or horses (later trucks) to 
chutes (or shoots) and sent over the 

side of the mountain. Th is was very 

damaging to the timber and in 1923 

Lars Andersen built a mill in the 

eastern foothills, and developed 

an ingenious log transport solution 

consisting of winches, winders, fl ying 

foxes and a 670-metre long tramway. 

However, by 1928 the timber prices 

crashed, the mill was sold and the 

tramway dismantled.

Th e Aboriginal People
Custodians of the Bunya Mountains 

and Blackall Ranges (nearer the coast) 

invited people from as far south as the 

Clarence River in northern NSW to 

join the gathering of local and visiting 

groups for regular festivals.

Th e gatherings occurred during the 

seasons when the bountiful nuts of the 

Bunya pine ripened, from December 

through to March, and especially 

during ‘bumper crops’ every three 

years.

Th ese were evidently the largest 

and widest-attended indigenous 

gatherings in Australia. Climbers 

would use a strong vine around their 

waist to reach the nuts. Members of 

guest tribes were not allowed to climb 

or collect the nuts.

Apart from feasting, participants 

engaged in a variety of inter-tribal 

activities of games and sports, 

ceremony trade, knowledge exchange, 

marriage arrangements, the settling 

of disputes, law-making, renewing 

friendships, passing on lore, sharing 

ideas and revitalising spirituality.

Sculpture with Bunya Pines

 in background (above) and (below) the 

king parrots lining up for morning tea

As the distance by foot would 

be something approaching 500 

kilometres one way, many months 

must have been expended just getting 

to and coming home from the 

festivities. An amazing feat.

Today
Th e roads into the mountain top are 

very steep, narrow and windy and 

are not recommended for caravans or 

trucks. Vehicle speed must be taken 

very carefully.

Th ere is a national park head-

quarters, camping and a variety of 

picnic grounds, accommodation and 

private dwellings. Th e trails are very 

well maintained and the creeks and 

waterfalls a delight.

If you are in the Darling Downs 

area, a side trip to the Bunya Mountains 

is thoroughly recommended.

BRIAN WORTHINGTON

WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES
SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

6621 7431 • 6687 2559
24 Hours – 7 Days
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Recognising Alstonville District Citizens

THE DAIRYING INDUSTRY 
around Alstonville was once very 
important and one of its fi nest cattle 
breeders was Henry William ‘Harry’ 
Gray.

Henry was born at Jerrara on the 
South Coast of New South Wales 
to John James and Janetta Gray (née 
King) on 7 April 1887. In the late 
1890s he came with his parents to 
Alstonville where his father settled 
on Musa Villa, a farm at Ocean View. 
Here Henry helped his parents hand-
milk up to 130 cows.

His life changed a great deal in 
1914. On 25 May of that year he 
married Ivy Mozella Duncombe, 
and also started dairying on a rental 
property. In 1921 he purchased his fi rst 
Illawarra Shorthorn cattle. At this time 
he bought his fi rst property on Wardell 
Road. Here he established the Fairholm 
Stud, which led to him becoming a 
noted breeder of Illawarra cattle. He 
started showing cattle at Alstonville 
Show in that year and in 1925 he fi rst 
showed cattle at Lismore Show. While 
he was unsuccessful he was told, ‘Bring 
’em back next year, Harry, they might 
win the championship.’ 

He heeded the advice and took 
out both champion male and female 
awards. He won grand champion 
awards at both Sydney and Brisbane 
Shows. One cow, Glendawn Model 
16, was even placed third at the Sydney 
Royal when aged twenty.

He judged in three states and was 

seventy-seven when he last judged at 

the Sydney Royal. He was president of 

the Alstonville Show Society for three 

years and was made a life member in 

1957. He was also president of the 

North Coast branch of the Australian 

Illawarra Shorthorn Society for 

three years and attended meetings 

of the Federal Council of the Royal 

Show for over twenty years. He was 

a foundation advisory member of 

the Alstonville Junior Farmers Club 

and made his farm available for fi eld 

days. Land was also made available for 

research studies by the Agricultural 

Department. In 1971 he received the 

MBE for his services to the cattle 

industry. A luncheon was conducted 

by the North Coast Branch of the 

AIS Society at the Lismore District 

Workers’ Club to honour him.

Mr  Harry Gray receiving his MBE from Mr  WA Walmsley MLA (right), 
with AIS president, Mr  WH King in the centre (Photo N West)

He was a foundation member of 

the Alstonville Bowling Club, an elder 

of the Presbyterian Church for over 

twenty years and a member of the 

Alstonville Masonic Lodge for over 

forty years.

In July 1964 a golden wedding 

anniversary was held in the Parish 

Hall at Alstonville, while his eightieth 

birthday was celebrated at a restaurant 

in Ballina with his family giving him 

a travelling case. He died on 8 January 

1972, aged eighty-four, and was buried 

in Alstonville Cemetery. He was 

survived by his wife, Ivy, and children 

Cecil, Arthur, Gordon, Lorna Cook, 

Jean Calderon, Neville, Pearl Short 

and Betty Parrish. After his death two 

of his sons continued the Fairholm 

Stud.                     IAN KIRKLAND

Our First Settlers, the Freeborns
Recently, the society asked Paul Full from Ace Photoshop in Ballina to enhance the only 

photo we have of Andrew and Ellen Freeborn, and it now hangs in pride of place in the hall 

at Crawford House. Mark Davis of Ballina Art and Framing very kindly framed the photo 

for the society.

In December 1865, the brothers, Andrew and Th omas Freeborn, were the fi rst selectors 

to take up land in the Big Scrub (Portion 1 of sixty acres and Portion 2 of 100 acres), where 

Andrew and Ellen brought up their family. Although Andrew never took what might be 

called a prominent part in public matters, he was in the early days foremost in every movement 

for the advancement of the district, and one matter was with regard to the education of the 

young. He was the prime mover in getting a school established at Alstonville.

HENRY GRAY HENRY GRAY MBEMBE
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Oh! What a Picture ...

ENQUIRIES of all kinds seem to 

fall on the editorial desk, and many 

seem to concern old photographs. I 

bow to those who can identify from a 

cap badge or a costume. Some can be 

narrowed down to a particular period 

by the process which was used and by 

the name of the photographer—I have 

yet to fi nd anyone who has an earlier 

photograph than the one I have of my 

2 x great-grandfather, 1848. Th e date is 

fi xed by genealogical events. 

Following is a brief chronology of 

the development of photography:

1839: Fox Talbot demonstrated the 

fi rst practical negative/positive process. 

Bayard's positive only process was 

less successful. First use of the term 

‘photography’. Daguerre’s process, 

using metal plates, at this time was too 

slow but rapidly improved. 

1849: Every high street had a 

photographer using Fox Talbot’s 

Calotype printing system.

1851: FS Archer’s wet collodion 

process introduced. Very sensitive and 

reduced exposure times from minutes 

to seconds. Somewhat cumbersome 

since the plates had to be used while 

still moist, but used successfully by 

reporters both in the Crimea and 

American Civil War. Daguerreotypes 

were able to show fi ne detail.

1855: Mass produced dry plates on sale 

in England. ‘Carte-de-visite’ portraits 

fi rst became fashionable. Some were 

probably copies of earlier-Calotype 

prints. Th ey will invariably have the 

name of the photographer on the back, 

from which the period can often be 

identifi ed.

1864: JW Swan’s carbon process 

resulted in durable prints with a fi ne 

tonal range.

JOAN, DAUGHTER OF Henry 

and Emily Miller, was born in 

 Shanghai at the tail end of 1931. 

Registered at the British Consulate, 

she automatically became a British, 

rather than Chinese, citizen. At the 

age of one month she and her mother 

were evacuated for the fi rst time, to 

another part of Shanghai where the 

bombing ( Sino-Japanese Dispute of 

1932) was not so severe. Her second 

evacuation was in 1937 to  Japan, and 

the third in 1941 to Australia. In 

Shanghai she attended a school under 

the auspices of the Masonic Lodge—

Yu Yuen Road Public School for 

Girls—and the school badge held 

the insignia of the compass and set 

square. She was almost ten years old 

when she left the land of her birth 

and journeyed to Australia.

In Australia the family settled 

in Sydney and her primary school 

education continued in Manly, 

Randwick and Cremorne. Her 

secondary education was also in 

Cremorne at SCEGGS Redlands.

After the Intermediate Certifi cate 

in 1947 she began a year’s secretarial 

training at the Metropolitan Business 

College and took up her fi rst job at 

an insurance company in November 

1948—the day Prince Charles was 

born.

During her time with Federal 

Mutual Insurance she met  John 

Gandy, they were both members of 

the local Cremorne Liberal Youth 

Club, and in 1953 she and John 

were married at Mosman Methodist 

Church. Th ey bought a block of land 

at Como and weekends were spent 

literally building their own home. 

Joan continued working with FMI 

until she was a few months’ pregnant, 

but sadly the baby only lived eleven 

days. 

Her next job was with Century 

Batteries and after a couple of years 

she resigned when expecting her fi rst 

daughter,  Michelle. Michelle was 

about a year old when Joan went back 

to work for a solicitor at Caringbah, 

but after six months she was again 

pregnant and left to have  Kim. A 

couple of years later  Leanne arrived 

and then after that  Brett.

When Brett was three Joan began 

a one day a week job with the Fairfax 

Newspaper Group, and steadily the 

work hours increased to fulltime. In 

1996 she retired from the company 

after thirty-plus years’ of service.

When  Joan’s parents retired they 

came to live near the family at Como, 

and so her children were able to have 

the benefi ts of hands-on grandparents, 

 Henry and Emily. Joan’s husband, 

John, passed away in 2002 and 

today Joan lives in  Alstonville on 

the beautiful North Coast of NSW. 

Daughters  Michelle and  Leanne 

live nearby, Kim is in Forster,  Brett 

in Sydney. Between them they have 

given her ten grandchildren—eight 

boys and two girls. It is indeed a 

blessed existence.

Joan story of her father’s life 

in Shanghai is included in Faces of 
Family, published by the Alstonville 

UC Pioneer Heritage & Family 

History Group, which is available at 

Crawford House Museum.

Member 
Profile

JOAN WESLEY
GANDY
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The Pines, Wollongbar

1871: Dr. R Maddox introduced a 

gelatine emulsion using silver bromide. 

Th e fi eld began to open up to amateurs, 

often using ‘quarter-plate’ (5" x 4") 

cameras.

1888: George Eastman introduced 

the ‘Kodak,’ using a roll-fi lm based on 

celluloid. Th e pictures were developed 

at the Eastman factory and the camera 

returned reloaded. Th is eventually 

resulted in the famous ‘Box Brownie’ 

using 120 or 620 (31/4" x 21/4") roll-

fi lm. Th e 120 size is still available.

1890s: Gelatine-chloride ‘printing 

out papers’ and automatic printing 

machines developed. Bracket cameras 

using daylight-loading roll-fi lm were 

introduced.

1907: Lumiere Brothers manufactured 

‘Autochrome’, the fi rst popular colour 

process.

1940s: Metal plates made a brief 

comeback, due to a wartime shortage 

of fi lm and were used by street 

photographers. Th e pictures developed 

‘while you wait’.

1947: Edwin Land produced a camera 

using the Polaroid process. By 1963 the 

Polaroid was capable of taking instant 

positive colour pictures.

DON KINGSTON, Editor
Essex Family Historian, May 2001

Th e Pines, Wollongbar—home of William and Mary Ann Cooke

REAL ESTATE
80 Main Street, Alstonville

Your Local Real Estate Specialists
6628 0000

PEARL COOKE recently came 

across this photo of Th e Pines at 

Wollongbar, home of William and 

Mary Ann Cooke. We are so lucky that 

Jessie Cooke, in her own handwriting, 

identifi ed the house as Granda Cooke’s 

at Wollongbar in c.1884. Isabelle 

Cooke has done some research and 

she has suggested names for the people 

standing on the verandah. Th e two 

older daughters, Martha and Mary, 

married the Elliott brothers in 1882 

and 1884. Isabelle thinks its an Elliott 

on the far right of the photo. Bert 

Elliott always had his head down on 

his chest like that in all photos she 

has, so the middle females could be 

Martha and Mary with their husbands. 

Maybe old William and Mary Cooke 

who were fi fty-three at the time on the 

far left. No idea about the young girl 

in centre. Th e bearded one is perhaps 

George Isaac or Fred. Isabelle can’t 

picture Dixon Cooke there.

It is quite coincidental that Jenni 

Goodwin from Clunes placed an article 

in a recent Family Tree Connections 
magazine asking for information about 

Th e Pines, owned by the Cooke family. 

Jenni’s father was born in July 1906 at 

Th e Pines, Wollongbar. Jenni says her 

mother told her that the family was 

living in a cottage on the property, in 

sight of the homestead, and the pre-

arranged signal for labour starting, was 

to tie a piece of clothing to the fence. 

Trove is a recent research tool set up 

by the National Library of Australia 

and on troving through Th e Northern 
Star site I came across  this article 

dating back to 23 April 1915:

‘About 2 am yesterday Wollongbar was 

awakened by the cry of fi re, and it was 

at once located, for it happened on the 

property of Mr Dixon Cooke right on the 

top of the mountain. Th e very substantial 

two-storeyed barn, which was erected 

only a few years ago, by some means 

undiscovered got ignited.
 ‘Th e upper storey and also a lean-to 

on the one side were fi lled with baled 
hay, which was soon ablaze and it burnt 
so fi ercely that nothing could be done to 
check the fl ames, and the whole building 
was in two hours reduced to ashes and 
practically nothing saved.

‘A sulky, a mowing machine, a chaff  
cutter and corn sheller and collars, bridles 
and harnesses generally were completely 
destroyed—the only articles saved being 
a second sulky and two saddles. Th ere is 
nothing to show how the fi re originated. 
Mr W Rushforth, who had been to 
Alstonville, returned at eleven o’clock and 
everything was right at that time, and it 
wasn’t until two o’clock that the fi re broke 
out, so it is a mystery. Lots of willing 
helpers from the Government Farm were 
soon on the spot, but the fl ames had 
complete control, and left nothing but a 
scene of desolation. It is understood the 
building was to some extent insured, but 
at present it is not known to what amount 

or in what offi  ce.’

Th e Pines B&B is now on the site 

and owner, Margaret Orr, says there 

was evidence of fi re when her parents 

purchased the property some years ago.

INA LE BAS
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Alstonville Farewells Its Own

EILEEN MURIEL JAMIESON

(1916–2011)

Eileen is better known by the 

Alstonville community under her 

maiden name, Crawford, and as one 

of the daughters of ‘Olivene’. Society 

members will remember Eileen from 

her attendance, with sister Dorothy, at 

our special events such as the opening 

of Crawford House Museum and 

more recently its centenary celebration.

Eileen was born in Ballina on 10 

February 1916, and was the second of 

fi ve daughters of William (Ambrose) 

and Olive Crawford. She went to 

Alstonville Public School, and then 

spent a year at MLC Burwood, 

fi nishing her schooling at Alstonville. 

While at MLC she topped the year 

in needlework, and this according to 

her daughter Kathy and sister Dorothy, 

was the start of her great skill in 

sewing and dressmaking. When living 

in Alstonville she won prizes at the 

Alstonville Show for her needlework. 

It is not surprising that she eventually 

went to Sydney and worked at Mack’s 

where she used her needlework skills.

Eileen had many interests and 

enjoyed playing sport. Ambrose had 

built a tennis court at the rear of 

Crawford House and Eileen proved 

to be a natural, playing in local 

competitions. In later years she took 

up lawn bowls and won prizes for her 

game.

During the war years Eileen joined 

the Patriotic League and used to play 

piano trios at concerts. In 1944 Eileen 

married Jim Jamieson, the brother 

of her good friend, Eva. Th ese were 

diffi  cult times as Jim was serving in 

the Army. He was transferred to the 

Atherton Tablelands in Queensland 

and later served in New Guinea. 

Eileen joined the Land Army and 

served out the war in Batlow.

After the war Eileen and Jim settled 

in Sydney and started a family. Eileen 

was to live the rest of her life in Sydney 

but had many Christmas holidays at 

Alstonville. Her family, particularly 

daughter Kath, remembers many 

happy times on the farm at Alstonville.

Eileen and her little sister, Dorothy, 

were close. Th ey both enjoyed 

travelling and in 2000 they made a 

memorable trip to China.

Dorothy said Eileen always made 

the most of any situation and told 

me the story of Eileen’s surprise 21st 

birthday party to make the point. 

Friends and family decided to have 

a surprise party a few nights before 

Eileen’s actual birthday. On the chosen 

night Eileen said, ‘I have a pain—I 

might be getting appendicitis—I’m 

going to bed.’ Dorothy and her sister 

consulted Ambrose who said, ‘If she 

wants to go to bed let her go to bed.’ 

Ambrose had a good sense of humour. 

So Eileen went to bed. About 8 o’clock 

the guests streamed in—through the 

front door, back door and side veranda. 

Eileen soon got up and dressed and 

the family never heard anything more 

about the appendicitis.

Th e society will miss Eileen’s 

presence at their next celebration and 

extends its sympathy to Dorothy and 

Eileen’s family.

JANE GARDINER

VALE KEITH JOHN SCHEEF

(1926–2011)

Keith John Scheef was born on 16 

September 1926, the eldest of the 

fi ve children of Jack and Irene Scheef 

(née Yates) in Coff s Harbour, NSW. 

Th e Scheef family had migrated from 

Germany to the Rocky River district 

of Uralla in 1850, following the New 

England gold rush. Father Jack was a 

carpenter in Sawtell until the Great 

Depression intervened when Keith 

was ten years old. Th e family took up 

share farming in the Rappville area 

with Keith’s sisters Leila, Elaine, Ruth 

and Daphne.

At the age of sixteen Keith started 

his fi rst share farming venture. With 

the onset of WWII, Keith left share 

farming to enlist in the navy, but was 

rejected because of his light build.

Later, Keith joined the 2nd 

Australian Imperial Forces and not 

long after he was posted to Japan as 

a member of the Occupation Forces. 

Th is was a diffi  cult time for Keith as he 

had become engaged to Ida McLennan 

in the weeks before his posting. Keith 

spent much of his time, and sold off  

his army rations of tobacco and beer to 

buy wedding dress material and gifts 

for his fi ancé.

After his return from Japan, Keith 

and Ida were married at Casino on 8 

November 1947. Keith and Ida enjoyed 

a wonderful marriage spanning more 

than fi fty years, until Ida passed away 

from leukaemia in 1999. Keith was 

particularly proud of Ida’s needlework 

and frequently invited his visitors to 

see her fi nest examples displayed in 

his home. He donated the wedding 

dress Ida sewed from Japanese eyelet 

silk to Alstonville’s Crawford House Eileen Jamieson

Keith Scheef and his wife, Ida
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APHS Christmas Barbecue

Museum, along with some of Ida’s 

needlework.

Keith and Ida had three children, 

Glenda, Correen and Daryl, and 

during the late 1940s and early 1950s 

the family moved between share farms 

many times. In 1953, Keith bought 

his fi rst dairy farm at Greenridge 

near Casino. Th e area was in drought 

so Keith took up another job as a 

menswear salesman at Kwong Sings 

department store in Casino. Th e job 

entailed a twelve-mile pushbike ride 

each week day. During this period 

Keith’s dairy cattle were regular 

winners on the North Coast show 

circuit.

In early 1961, Keith fi nally raised 

the money to buy his dream property, 

a dairy farm on Rifl e Range Road in 

Alstonville. Many years before Keith 

had visited the area with his father-in-

law and fell in love with the rich, red 

soil and green pastures. Keith and Ida 

stayed on their farm until 1976, when 

his son Daryl took over the family 

home and raised another generation of 

Scheefs in Alstonville.

On retiring from active farming in 

1976, Keith took a quarter acre from 

the Rifl e Range Road property to 

design and build his retirement home, 

and established a garden that became 

famous across the district for his roses, 

orchids, day lilies and hippeastrums. 

Keith loved to relate the frequent 

stories of passers-by who stopped just 

to comment on his lovely fl owers—or 

to ask to pick them!

In his later years Keith suff ered 

a number of heart attacks and back 

problems that limited his mobility. 

As his health issues became more 

severe, Keith elected to move to 

Maranoa Hostel in June 2011. To the 

end he retained an enquiring mind 

and a strong grasp of events and 

people around him. He spoke highly 

Alstonville Farewells Its Own
Continued from previous page

of all of the Maranoa staff  and their 

professionalism and compassion. He 

took great comfort from his many 

friends, who kept contact with him on 

a regular basis.

Keith left behind him a family who 

have benefi ted from the old fashioned 

values he spent his life upholding. 

He was hard working, always 

organised, honest, and early for every 

appointment. Keith also passed on to 

his family a love of fresh sponge cake 

fi lled with cream and jam!

Keith is survived by his sisters, Ruth 

Magarry and Daphne Pellagreen, his 

children, Glenda, Correen and Daryl, 

his eight grandchildren and eleven 

great grandchildren.

Th is eulogy was delivered by
Trent Scanlan, Keith’s grandson
at the Uniting Church Alstonville

on 27 October 2011.
Th e society thanks Keith’s family
for giving permission to publish

this tribute.

OVER THIRTY VOLUNTEERS and members came 

along to the APHS Christmas Barbecue held on Sunday 4 

December 2011 in Elizabeth Ann Brown Park, adjoining the 

museum. Th e weather of the preceding week was giving the 

organisers a bit of a headache but the day turned out to be 

perfect—cool breeze, plenty of sunshine and lots of space in 

the park for everybody.

President John and Master Sausage Cooker Kevin manned 

the barbecue and did a great job with the snags and onions. 

Th e numbers worked out very well, as the last guest to arrive 

got the last sausage!

In John’s speech he thanked all the volunteers who 

continue to do various jobs for the society and museum, and 

without whom we wouldn’t be able to function so well. He 

also off ered best wishes for the coming Christmas and New 

Year festivities and hoped everyone had a great 2012.

BRIAN WORTHINGTON
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roughly-made, kangaroo-skin pouch 

during the demolition (in 1931) of 

the old police buildings at Toodyay, a 

colonial town about 100 kilometres 

north-east of Perth.

Given to the Western Australian 

Historical Society, some members 

believed the pouch had little historical 

worth, but society secretary, Paul 

Hasluck (later to become Australia’s 

Foreign Minister and, still later, 

Governor General) convinced his 

colleagues to preserve them. His wife, 

Alexandra, was to make extensive 

use of them in her classic study of 

the convict period at the Swan River 

colony, Unwilling Immigrants, (1959)

Strong views for and against 

preservation were voiced at a fi ery 

meeting of the WA Historical Society 

in 1934. Th e negative case contended 

that the letters were personal and 

therefore NOT historical documents! 

Others felt that, as they related to the 

convict era, they documented matters 

of shame and were best forgotten.

How times (and values) have 

changed!

All the ‘remnants’ are now reprinted 

(with the original, fl awed spelling and 

punctuation) in a fascinating 30-page 

Appendix at the end of this engaging 

book.

For this publication, Graham Seal 

did further extensive research around 

Rotherham in England’s South 

Yorkshire, enabling him to fl esh out 

the challenges faced by the transported 

convict’s loyal wife, Myra, who battled 

social, economic and moral forces 

in raising four children in Victorian 

England.

The Reading Room

REALISING THAT JANUARY’S 

GUEST SPEAKER (Delma 

McDonald) would be speaking 

about her family’s First Fleet convict 

connection, I decided to investigate 

what our library had on off er about 

the lives of convicts. I discovered a real 

gem!

However, for an overview of the 

plight of female convicts in Van 

Diemen’s Land, Tony Rayner’s, Female 
Factory: Female Convicts, provides 

details about many of the 13,000 

women exiled from Britain to Van 

Diemen’s Land between 1788 and 

1853. Th is scholarly book focuses on 

the Cascades Female Factory (now 

a brewery) situated between Hobart 

Rivulet and Mount Wellington, in 

what was known as ‘the valley of the 

shadow of death’.

But I intend to concentrate on 

a much more personal approach to 

historical writing, Th ese Few Lines—A 
Convict Story: Th e Lost Lives of Myra 
and William Sykes, written in 2006 by 

ABC journalist, Graham Seal.

Seal states in his introduction: 

‘Without these few tattered remnants 

of a long forgotten relationship, a tale 

spanning decades, hemispheres and 

hearts would have been entirely buried 

in the past.’

Th ose ‘remnants’ (a shipboard 

diary, together with correspondence 

spanning over twenty-four years 

of separation) were discovered in a 

Employed spasmodically in local 

coal pits and factories, her husband, 

William, was also a poacher. Like 

many of the rural poor, he did this in 

an attempt to supplement the family 

diet with the occasional hare, rabbit 

or pheasant. After recounting the 

occasion at Silver Wood in October 

1865, when William’s poaching 

colleagues were set upon by four 

well-armed game-keepers (with the 

subsequent death of one), Seal provides 

some interesting details of the history 

of British poaching, including this 

quote from a Lincolnshire ballad:

And buck and doe, believe it so,
A pheasant or an ’are,

Was sent on Earth for ev’ry one
Quite equal for to share.

A consortium of wealthy gentlemen 

posted a substantial £250 reward for 

information about the killer. Th is 

proved too much of a temptation for 

the leader of the poachers who gave 

evidence, which led to the conviction 

of William Sykes for manslaughter and 

his subsequent transportation to the 

Swan River colony in 1867. He was the 

last poacher transported to Australia.

Th e rest of the book (including 

a surprise which this review will 

deliberately not reveal) consists of 

poignant extracts from letters by Myra 

and her children desperate for any 

fragments of news from the other side 

of the world.

NOTE: Th ese two books are 

recent additions to the APHS Library 

shelves. I would like to encourage other 

members to borrow and review a book 

for future editions!                             

JOHN SIM

Restored Toodyay Gaol
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APHS Committee Report

APHS Diary Dates
JANUARY 2012 MEETING

Sunday, 15 January 2012 at 2.00 pm

Community Resource Centre

10 Wardell Road, Alstonville

Guest Speaker: Delma McDonald—

Th e First Fleeters and her Family 

Connections.

LOOSE THREADS ON DISPLAY

27 January to 26 February 2012

Fridays 10 to 4 pm/Sunday 1 to 4 pm

Crawford House

10 Wardell Road, Alstonville

FEBRUARY 2012 MEETING

Sunday, 19 February 2012 at 2.00 pm

Community Resource Centre, 

10 Wardell Road, Alstonville

Guest Speaker: Robbie Braithwaite 

from RRHS—Th e Amazing Story 

of Lousie Tiff any Daley, North Coast 

Historian.

MARCH 2012 MEETING

Sunday, 18 March 2012 at 2.00 pm

Community Resource Centre, 

10 Wardell Road, Alstonville

Guest Speaker: Ballina author, Brian 

Tate—Th e Gallipoli Samurai.

APRIL 2012 MEETING

Sunday, 15 April2012 at 2.00 pm

Community Resource Centre, 

10 Wardell Road, Alstonville

Guest Speaker: Ian Kirkland APHS—

Blanchie, the Story of Jessie Blanch.

President's Report
I trust that all members had an 

enjoyable festive season and will 

experience a healthy and prosperous 

2012.

Elsewhere in this issue we have 

coverage of our very enjoyable 

Christmas get-together. I would just 

like to thank members for once again 

rallying to the call for plates of food for 

our barbecue lunch.

New Editor
Th is edition of Th e Pioneer is the fi rst 

prepared by new editor, Ina le Bas, 

and I encourage you to respond to 

her request for suggestions about 

ways of improving it. Th at said, it is 

timely to thank Jeannette Gilligan 

from Dragonwick Publishing for the 

outstanding job she has done with 

our journal for the past fi ve years. We 

are delighted that she will remain as 

designer and producer of the newsletter.

Powerhouse Museum Course
We were pleased last month to 

receive news that the Powerhouse 

Museum has off ered Jane Gardiner 

and Ina places at a three-day course 

in Sydney on interpretation and 

exhibition development in May. Th ey 

also gave us $450 towards travel and 

accommodation costs with a strong 

suggestion that further fi nancial help 

may be available from Museums and 

Galleries NSW.

Tenterfi eld Cork Tree
You may recall in the last issue we 

mentioned correspondence from 

Gwen Krause of Inverell regarding the 

Tenterfi eld Cork Tree. Pictured below 

is bark on the tree trunk.

Tenterfi eld Cork Tree

New Members

We are always keen to welcome 

new members so I am pleased to 

acknowledge on your behalf the 

following people: Isabelle Cooke 

(Queensland); Liz and Terry Marshall 

(Goonellabah) and Belinda-Jo Gibson 

(Alstonville).

JOHN SIM

On the Bookshelf
Recent additions to the library include:

Presbyterian Churches of North East 
NSW, Janet (Jean) McNaught OAM   

(2008): Th is book is a comprehensive 

guide to all Presbyterian churches, 

their ministers, elders and memorials. 

It has well-documented chapters on 

Alstonville and Ballina.

Scotland’s Place Names, David Dorward, 

1979: Th e tongue that Shakespeare 

spake contributed remarkably little to 

the origins of Scotland’s placenames. 

Th erein lies the fascination exerted 

by such strange-sounding names 

as Auchtermuchty, Auchenshuggle 

and Ecclesfechan. To discover their 

meanings and signifi cance it is 

necessary to have an understanding of 

the ethnic and linguistic situation of 

Scotland up to the early Middle Ages—

the time when most placenames were 

coined.

A Home of My Home, Mary Murray, 

2001: Handy hints and images from 

Domestic life in Australia in the 1940s 
and 1950s.

Cathedrals on the Clarence—the fi rst 
hundred years, John Moorhead: Th e 
book relates the story of the mother 
church of the Anglican Diocese of 
Grafton. Th e diocese covers the North 
Coast from Tweed to Port Macquarie.

APHS has received the current 
journals from these societies—RRHS  
Bulletin, RTHS Th e Cedar Log, Cooroy/
Noosa Missing Link, Maclean District 
HS Clarence River Advocate, Casino & 
District FH Group Th e Crossing Place, 
RAHS History.

I would suggest to those members 
who are tracing their family histories 

to read the websites that are given in 

Th e Crossing Place, which is housed in 

the pamphlet box in the library.

INA LE BAS

Ina le Bas— Vice President, Editor, 

Librarian and Display Co-ordinator
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Established 21 October 2001 • ABN 14 079 187 469 

Affi  liated with the

Royal Australian Historical Society

CRAWFORD HOUSE MUSEUM &

ALSTONVILLE COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE:

10 Wardell Road, Alstonville—02 6628 1829 (Fri & Sun)

Email: aphs2477@yahoo.com.au

Museum Opening Hours:

Fridays 10.00–4.00 pm and Sundays 1.00–4.00 pm

Research Centre: Fridays 10.00–4.00 pm

PATRONS:

J Saffi  n MP, D Page MP, T George MP, Cr P Silver

SOCIETY’S AIMS:

To collect, preserve, display and provide documents and

photos of a historical nature of the Alstonville Plateau and

Ballina Shire for current and future generations.

We welcome stories, photos and family histories

for our records and  newsletter publication.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS:

3rd Sunday of each month at 2.00 pm

Alstonville Community Resource Centre

Crawford House, 10 Wardell Road, Alstonville

(Guest speaker and general meeting)

CORRESPONDENCE & ENQUIRIES:

The Hon. Secretary,

Alstonville Plateau Historical Society Inc.,

PO Box 65, Alstonville NSW 2477

Phone: 6628 1829 • Email: aphs2477@yahoo.com.au

SUBSCRIPTIONS:

Due 1 October each year

(Include Public Risk Ins. and newsletter)

Fees: Single $20; Family $40; Student $5

(Please add $6.00 if newsletter to be posted)

Corporate Membership: $100.00 p.a.

(Incl. newsletter displays and full membership)

��
President: John Sim 6687 8469

Vice President: Ina le Bas 6628 5457

Hon. Treasurer: Alison Draper 6628 1024

Assist. Treasurer: Brian Worthington 6628 1557

Hon. Secretary (Mins): Kevin Olivieri 6628 5597

Hon. Secretary (Correspondence):

Liz Marshall 56 150515

Public Offi  cer: Brian Worthington 6628 1557

Management Committee:

Jane Gardiner 6628 3925, Isabel Leach 6628 6830,

Margaret Kennedy 6686 0027, Cathy Cohen 6628 8671

Past-Presidents:

Marguerite Fuller, Jane Gardiner, Ian Kirkland

Volunteers Co-ordinator: Jane Gardiner 6628 3925

Booking Enquiries:

Crawford House & Community Resource Centre

John Sim 6687 8469

Offi  cial journal of the Alstonville Plateau Historical Society Inc. This work is copyright and apart from any 
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The Pioneer Editor: Ina le Bas • 6628 5457

Please send all contributions to: The Editor, APHS Pioneer

12 Eskimo Court, Wollongbar NSW 2477 • Email: macbas@iprimus.com.au

��Designed and produced by Jeannette Gilligan from Dragonwick Publishing, whose all-inclusive service provides 

a quality, economical answer to all family and local history book production and printing requirements

Learn more on <www.dragonwick.com>, telephone 02 6624 1933

or email <publish@dragonwick.com> for a copy of the complete self-publishing guide

Alstonville District Farm Life

Alstonville High School: Th e First Twenty-Five Years

Alstonville’s Heritage Trail • Duck Creek Mountain–Now Alstonville

Eff ort Earns Success: History of Alstonville Public School

Forgotten Railways of the Northern Rivers

From Buckets to Brigade: History of the Alstonville Fire Brigade

From Bush Track to Bypass • Memories of Alstonville

Milestones and Memories: Alstonville District

Out of Puff : Th e Ballina Train • Rous Mill–Historic Village

Six or Nothing: History of Rous Cricket Association

Wollongbar–Historic Village

All these books are available from APHS monthly meetings,

Crawford House Museum (Fridays 10–4 pm & Sundays 1–4 pm),

selected outlets including Get Hooked on Books at Alstonville Plaza,

and Alstonville Newsagency or by mail order. Enquiries: 02 6628 1557

WHAT AN EXCITING TIME for me to be taking over as editor 

from Jeannette Gilligan. Th e society is moving into a colour Pioneer 
magazine, and the distribution by electronic methods will get the more 

attractive, colourful newsletter to you quicker, and be a great saving to 

the society on printing and postage. Th ank you to the members who 

have already signed up for their colour copy and I would be happy to 

hear from more members who wish to join this group—just email me at:

<macbas@iprimus.com.au> 
My thanks to the contributors of this ‘bumper’ edition. Ian Kirkland 

has commenced a series ‘Recognising Alstonville District Citizens’, and 

we look forward to reading his next instalments in future issues.

Articles pertaining especially to Alstonville or the Ballina Shire are 

preferred, but other topics and book reviews that are of interest are most 

welcome, too. Please email me as well if you have ideas of what you 

would like to see and read in Th e Pioneer.
My sincere thanks go to Jeannette for her generous help and 

encouragement in my new role. Although I may have the title of editor, 

I will be collecting the material and Jeannette will continue to design 

and produce the newsletter.                                                INA LE BAS

From the 'New' Editor

WHAT AN EX

FFr

APHS 
Publications


