
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE
ALSTONVILLE PLATEAU HISTORICAL SOCIETY Inc.

December 2016 • Volume 16, No. 4

A CENTREPIECE 
OF THE WAYS WE PLAY EXHIBITION 

Phil Cowie's magnificent Dolls’ House. 
Generously donated to APHS. First prize in our current raffle.
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PIXEL THE 
PAST PROJECT

John in full teaching mode with our newest member Finn Ball
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Crawford House Museum 
Exhibition Program 2017

To 19 March: The Way We Play
The games and education of children: toys, books and 

games from the APHS collection and the Alstonville 
community

18 March - 17 June: Loose Threads
Original local textile and embroidery items

8, 9 10 July: The Airing of the Quilts
The tenth anniversary of this spectacular quilt 

exhibition

1 September - 22 October: 
140 Years of Alstonville Cricket

Stories, photographs and memorabilia of cricket in 
Alstonville

17 November - 11 March 2018: 
Watersports and Athletics in Ballina Shire

All forms of water sports including swimming, 
water polo and surfing. Stories, photographs and 

memorabilia associated with people of Ballina Shire

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

At our recent AGM I was very pleased to be able to 
confer APHS Life Membership on immediate Past 
President, Ina le Bas. In moving acceptance of her 
Annual Report Richmond Manyweathers spoke 
glowingly of the splendid work she had done while in 
the President’s chair.

In addition to those matters, I would also like to 
acknowledge the immense amount of excellent 
publicity Ina generated for the Society. A string of 
great photos in local papers all greatly enhanced the 
APHS profile in the eyes of the community. Many 
thanks for that great achievement, Ina.

PIXEL THE PAST

A similar sense of excitement (with a touch of trepidation) is being felt by about ten of our members who 
volunteered to act as mentors for Alstonville High students in the “Pixel the Past” project. Project designer, 
Kate Gahan, has selected nine themes to guide us. Currently, our members are searching for resources that 
can be used by the students to present those stories about various heritage themes.                           JOHN SIM

constructing a range of exquisite, hands-on toys for 
display. At the conclusion of the exhibition, these 
items are to be donated to five local pre-schools. 
Many thanks Lois, Joyce, Lorella, Pat, Marian and 
Sue.

Meanwhile our indefatigable Eric Clark has spent 
many hours cutting and hole-punching materials for 
members of Jan Seymour’s Bucket Club to construct 
their own toy drums. This exhibition, which runs well 
into 2017, promises great excitement for visitors of 
all ages.
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP

At our recent AGM I was very pleased to be able to 
confer APHS Life Membership on immediate Past 
President, Ina le Bas. In moving acceptance of her 
Annual Report Richmond Manyweathers spoke 
glowingly of the splendid work she had done while in 
the President’s chair.

In addition to those matters, I would also like to 
acknowledge the immense amount of excellent 
publicity Ina generated for the Society. A string of 
great photos in local papers all greatly enhanced the 
APHS profile in the eyes of the community. Many 
thanks for that great achievement, Ina.

PIXEL THE PAST

A similar sense of excitement (with a touch of trepidation) is being felt by about ten of our members who 
volunteered to act as mentors for Alstonville High students in the “Pixel the Past” project. Project designer, 
Kate Gahan, has selected nine themes to guide us. Currently, our members are searching for resources that 
can be used by the students to present those stories about various heritage themes.                           JOHN SIM

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Also on that day we were all delighted to be able to 
play a part in helping Dorothy Crawford celebrate 
her 98th birthday. After receiving a bunch of flowers 
from Ina, Dorothy contributed (in fine form) to our 
“Show and Tell” and then was quite prepared to share 
some of her tasty birthday cake with us all. 

Congratulations, Dorothy!

NEW EXHIBITION

Preparations are well underway for the installation 
and opening of our next exhibition, “The Games  
We Play.” Lois Hennes has had a team of helpers

constructing a range of exquisite, hands-on toys for 
display. At the conclusion of the exhibition, these 
items are to be donated to five local pre-schools. 
Many thanks Lois, Joyce, Lorella, Pat, Marian and 
Sue.

Meanwhile our indefatigable Eric Clark has spent 
many hours cutting and hole-punching materials for 
members of Jan Seymour’s Bucket Club to construct 
their own toy drums. This exhibition, which runs well 
into 2017, promises great excitement for visitors of 
all ages. Bears of Course
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THE POWER OF DIGITAL STORYTELLING

Each of us may come to a diff erent conclusion when think-
ing about such questions but my point here is about the 
power of digital story telling. Digital media can present 
exciting new ways through which to encourage the com-
munity to embrace and value our past, as well as broaden 
our audience. I know the young people we worked with 
were excited about looking at our local history through the 
prism of digital media; and as it turned out our buddies 
had fun working with this medium too.

Th e nine Pixel the Past stories that will be exhibited at the 
Northern Rivers Community Gallery in March and April 
are the products of a hardworking collaboration between 
young people from Alstonville High school, heritage bud-
dies from Alstonville Plateau Historical Society and three 
region-based digital media practitioners - or mentors as 
we called them. Story groups imagined and researched 
their stories; our mentors imparted hands-on skill sharing 
to whip the stories into a digital format. Forming produc-
tive working relationships between story group members 
was key to the project's success. If group members didn't 
get on the project was at risk of falling apart - as none of 
us work at our best when we face troubles with our col-
laborators. Building rapport between group members was 
the key that would eventually open the door to a successful 
exhibition. I think we travelled well along this path. It was 
not however without some reservations or apprehensions 
from participants, but this was part of our journey.

history is a journey ... 
It has been almost nine months since the Pixel the Past sto-
ry groups gathered together for our fi rst workshop. Several 
workshops later, and on the cusp of our exhibition open-
ing, I believe it can be concluded that we had a rewarding 
journey. Yes, we have got to the end and with nine new 
digital stories refl ecting on our local history to share. But 
getting the stories exhibition ready has been the icing on a 
multi-layered cake.

Our completed stories are an important end result. Aft er 
all shaping a story to have an engaging narrative is how we 
best communicate the messages and values that underpin 
an understanding of the past. As a champion of history, I 
value the past not least because it gives meaning to our ex-
istence here and now, but because it informs our contem-
porary thinking in positive and motivating ways, among 
other things. 

continued on page 4

A PORT ARTHUR EXPERIENCE

Th e Pixel the Past stories are new interpretations of our 
local history and it has been no accident that we chose to 
harness digital media to do this. During a recent visit to 
the Port Arthur historic site I unexpectedly had one of the 
most moving interpretation experiences I have had. While 
fully engaged in observing the fabric of the newer of the 
two jails on the site an audio recording simulating the voic-
es of the men that were incarcerated there echoed through 
the building’s wings. Th ese voices were not speaking, but 
singing; they represented the choir formed at the jail, with 
the aim of reforming their behaviour and lives. 

At the time of hearing this audio recording I had been 
peering into individual cells to read the short biographies 
of some of the men. Th ese were interesting written nar-
ratives, but were nowhere near as moving as hearing the 
deep tones of singing voices in this environment. Th e sing-
ing immediately humanised the men I was reading about 
and transported my thinking to the questions at the heart 
of the Port Arthur experience - were convicts evil brutes, 
habitual criminals, tragic victims of poverty and oppres-
sion or heroes of the class struggle?



No Person Injured 
In Pixel Project 

    Drones, or unmanned 
    aerial vehicles, were de-
    veloped mainly by the 
    military to carry out 
    operations that were 
    considered to be “too 
    dull, dirty or danger-
    ous” for humans. During
    the course of our Pix-
    el the Past project, two 
    groups thought it would 
be a good idea if the location of their project was photo-
graphed from the air. The Environment group, working at 
Lumley Park, considered that their story should be told 
through the eyes of a bat! However climbing a tree to take 
photographs seemed like a dangerous option.
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Alstonville Cricket 
1951 to 1973

This is where Alstonville Cricket Club decided to join 
the Ballina District Cricket Association competition after 
being disallowed to continue in the Lismore District 
Cricket Association because the club could no longer 
field three senior teams in that particular competition. 
Alstonville had an immediate impact on the Ballina 
competition by being minor premiers in their first season 
– 1951/52 and again minor & major premiers in 1953/54.  
Club colours were blue and gold.

The original players for the 1951/52 season were Keith 
Crook,  John Gillard, Vince Donnelly (capt), Carl Ballarin, 
Noel ‘Snow’ Crook, Harold Crozier, Neville ‘Blue’ 
Faulkner, Vic Faulkner, Frank Cochran, Vince Daley, Les 
Daley, Jack Lack, A Gillard, R Crook and Clem Banbury.  
The batting average for the first season was won by Vincent 
Daley with the bowling average won by Les Daley. Most 
catches was shared by Vince Donnelly and young John 
Gillard; fielding – Jack Lack; highest score – Keith Crook 
and most runs won by Keith Crook.

In 1952/53 Alstonville managed to field two A Grade 
teams – Alstonville and Alstonville Colts led by Dominic 
Thompson.  The mixture of youth and experience proved 
successful with the Colts side making the semi-finals 
being beaten by Country United.  The Colts side was 
Dominic Thompson, John Gillard, A Crooks, Vince Daley, 
Wally Gerrard, B Lumley, R Roberts, Neville Faulkner, 
Vic Faulkner, Russell Strong and P Cawley.

In 1953/54 Alstonville once again fielded fielded two A 
Grade teams.  On 21 Sept 1953 John Gillard scored the 
first century of the season while playing for Alstonville 
Colts against Uralba.  John was 19 years of age scoring 
101 in an hour and a half.  He hit 2 sixes and 13 fours. 

A high score of 324 runs was scored by Alstonville No 1 
side against Country United with two players scoring a 
century each. They were Vince Donnelly (118) including 
15 fours and 1 six and Harold Crozier (109) which 
included 4 sixes and 12 fours.

A Ballina Interdistrict representative side selected to play 
Lismore in Nov 1954 included Vince Donnelly (capt), 
Keith Hardy (vc), Frank Cochran, Harold Crozier, Col 
Rankin, E Hayter, J Christensen, Len Cooper, G Dowse, 
C Clark, Pat Rankin, C Kane (12th) and H Garred (13th).

In 1955/56 season Les Daley hit 148 not out but his team, 
Alstonville, still lost. Services scored 353 runs mainly to 
an outstanding innings of 155 not out by Lance Cupitt.  
Alstonville replied with 332 due to Les Daley’s innings.  

Batsman hit 685 runs in the two day match.  Alstonville 
finished Minor & Major Premiers in 1956/57.

L to R: Allen Gray, Graham Higgins, Ellis Garrett, Billy Pearson, 
Ian McSwan, Robert Fowler.

continued on page 6

Alstonville won the Schneider Cup – a knockout 
competition in 1958/59 when they defeated Country 
United.  In the early 1960s the Ballina DCA use to have 
a match between a Towns team and a Country team 
competing for the Connors Cup.  In the 1959/60 season 
Alstonville players in the Country team included L Daley, 
L Cooper, E Garrett, V Donnelly, P Rankin, Ken Daley 
and Vince Fuller.

In 1961/62 season an article in the ‘Ballina Pilot’, the 
writer pays tribute to the strength of Alstonville cricket 
when they could still field a strong team in the absence 
of Crooks, Rankin, Daley and Layton for the match.  The 
writer was referring to the appearance of John ‘Jack’ 
Donnelly, Graham Higgins and Tony Kelly in the game 
and their strong contributions in the match.

Alstonville ran out clear minor premiers for the 1961/62 
season.  A highlight of the 1963/64 season was a brilliant 
opening batting partnership of 259 runs for Alstonville by 
Pat Rankin (148) and Ken Clark (158) scored in only 105 
minutes at the Alstonville Showground.

International cricketer, Alan Davidson was present for the 
1964/65 cricket presentation held in the old Alstonville 
Bowling Club’s clubhouse.  Trophy winners for the season 
were Vince Donnelly (bowling), Les Daley (batting) and 
Vince Fuller (fielding).

A Grade players for 1966/67 season were Len Cooper, Jim 
Cochran, Graham Higgins, Vince Fuller, Ellis Garrett, Ian 
McSwan, Brian Partridge, B Nilon, D Turner, Les Daley, 
G Prodger, Pat Rankin, E Blanch, Barry Fiedler, Wayne

Reddell and G Williams.  Batting for the season: Pat 
Rankin 398 runs, Graham Higgins (479), Les Daley (299) 
and Ellis Garrett (286). Bowling: Pat Rankin 28 wickets, 
Graham Higgins (54) and Ian McSwan 21 wickets. 

W (Bill) Pearson scored 582 runs, followed by Allan Gray 
(445), Jack Donnelly (280), Pat Rankin (271) and Graham 
Higgins 231 runs contributed to some good scores being 
made in the 1967/68 season.  The best of the bowlers were

What is play? Some say it is all about trying to amuse 
oneself, others say it is preparing children for adult 
roles, but I would say it is both! Play is all about 
pretending, experimenting, learning and exploring. It 
is well known that people, not just children, will play 
with whatever they can find, it does not have to be a 
manufactured item - a stick, bones or box of matches 
will do! 

Picture 2 Mrs Potts Miniature Sad Iron

Ways We Play

Picture 1 Knuckle bones – played in Roman Times

Our APHS collection reflects the fact that many play 
items were designed to teach children adult skills 
and prepare them adult roles. Scaled down versions 
of domestic objects such as Mrs Potts Sad Iron, 
the Cyclopes stroller and pram, the Singer Sewing 
Machine and various tea sets, stoves, and even a cash 
register are used in our exhibition to show this point. 
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INTER-GENERATIONAL LEARNING

At the project's inception, especially, apprehension was felt 
by all project participants. Buddies worried that students 
may not like them, students were curious about the possible 
age of their buddies, what they might look like, and would 
they have anything in common. Mentors were constantly 
thinking about the quality of the final cut, but nonetheless 
thoroughly enjoying the process. Few students knew any-
thing about local history, but equally this knowledge deficit 
motivated their desire to participate in the project - and it 
was voluntary. Buddies were also unsure about engaging 
with new media - or digital technology - they'd heard about 
what a pixel was but didn't really want to be asked to de-
fine one. There was also much puzzling over the question of 
what a blog was! All these real human thoughts and feelings 
underpinned the motivation behind the project model of 
intergenerational learning. Everybody has learnt so much, 
not only about the past but each other and our place in our 
community. 

So at the end of our project gestation nine new interpreta-
tions of our local history will enter the world. We invite you 
to take to the viewing of these works with the same emotion 
and curiosity offered to the arrival of a new family member 
- an open heart and mind that is appreciative of the hard 
work students, buddies and mentors have put into their sto-
ries. Each of the stories is the product of a unique collabo-
ration between the story group members who were once 
strangers; and each of whom have differing traits, experi-
ence, perspectives and questions of the past. Some groups 
began with a firm knowledge of where they were taking 
their story - others have had to navigate twists and turns to 
reach their conclusions. 

The Pixel the Past Project has been a most worthy educa-
tional journey and it has all resulted from the magic that 
stems from looking into and sharing our past.

KATE GAHAN

continued from page 3

Jye putting it altogether

Jye with 
“Student Directors” 

Finn and Salika

Fortunately one 
of our high school 
members, Jye, 
said he was get-
ting a drone for 
Christmas and 
would be more 
than happy to use 
it for projects. So 
armed with the 
latest in technol-
ogy and guided
by Susie, from Byron Bay Multimedia, we chose a day to 
film. That was not as easy as it sounds. The first few attempts 
were aborted due to rain and wind. On our final meeting day 
however conditions were perfect and Jye set up his drone 
in Lumley Park. As you can see he had a few directors but 
it was Susie who knew how to take shots from above the 
pine tree and have the drone moved at top speed of 11 kph.
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L to R: Allen Gray, Graham Higgins, Ellis Garrett, Billy Pearson, 
Ian McSwan, Robert Fowler.

continued on page 6
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L Cooper, E Garrett, V Donnelly, P Rankin, Ken Daley 
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In 1961/62 season an article in the ‘Ballina Pilot’, the 
writer pays tribute to the strength of Alstonville cricket 
when they could still field a strong team in the absence 
of Crooks, Rankin, Daley and Layton for the match.  The 
writer was referring to the appearance of John ‘Jack’ 
Donnelly, Graham Higgins and Tony Kelly in the game 
and their strong contributions in the match.

Alstonville ran out clear minor premiers for the 1961/62 
season.  A highlight of the 1963/64 season was a brilliant 
opening batting partnership of 259 runs for Alstonville by 
Pat Rankin (148) and Ken Clark (158) scored in only 105 
minutes at the Alstonville Showground.

International cricketer, Alan Davidson was present for the 
1964/65 cricket presentation held in the old Alstonville 
Bowling Club’s clubhouse.  Trophy winners for the season 
were Vince Donnelly (bowling), Les Daley (batting) and 
Vince Fuller (fielding).

A Grade players for 1966/67 season were Len Cooper, Jim 
Cochran, Graham Higgins, Vince Fuller, Ellis Garrett, Ian 
McSwan, Brian Partridge, B Nilon, D Turner, Les Daley, 
G Prodger, Pat Rankin, E Blanch, Barry Fiedler, Wayne

Reddell and G Williams.  Batting for the season: Pat 
Rankin 398 runs, Graham Higgins (479), Les Daley (299) 
and Ellis Garrett (286). Bowling: Pat Rankin 28 wickets, 
Graham Higgins (54) and Ian McSwan 21 wickets. 

W (Bill) Pearson scored 582 runs, followed by Allan Gray 
(445), Jack Donnelly (280), Pat Rankin (271) and Graham 
Higgins 231 runs contributed to some good scores being 
made in the 1967/68 season.  The best of the bowlers were

What is play? Some say it is all about trying to amuse 
oneself, others say it is preparing children for adult 
roles, but I would say it is both! Play is all about 
pretending, experimenting, learning and exploring. It 
is well known that people, not just children, will play 
with whatever they can find, it does not have to be a 
manufactured item - a stick, bones or box of matches 
will do! 

Picture 2 Mrs Potts Miniature Sad Iron

Ways We Play

Picture 1 Knuckle bones – played in Roman Times

Our APHS collection reflects the fact that many play 
items were designed to teach children adult skills 
and prepare them adult roles. Scaled down versions 
of domestic objects such as Mrs Potts Sad Iron, 
the Cyclopes stroller and pram, the Singer Sewing 
Machine and various tea sets, stoves, and even a cash 
register are used in our exhibition to show this point. 

continued on page 6 Generous Phil

Very British

The 50’s Doll Houses
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Pixel the Past Project
 
A group of Alstonville High School students 
from years 9-12 have been working with mem-
bers of the Alstonville Plateau Historical Socie-
ty and digital media creators, Duke Albada, Ka-
renza Ebejer and Susie Forster, to research and 
develop digital media histories from the Ballina 
Shire. Projects are almost complete and the fi n-
ished products will form part of the youth week 
exhibition program at the Northern Rivers 
Community Gallery - held from Wednesday 29 
March to Sunday 23 April 2017.
 
Th e Pixel the Past project was initiated by Bal-
lina Shire Council and is supported by funding 
from the NSW Heritage Grants Program. Th e 
project is unique, as it has brought together 
young people, older residents and digital me-
dia experts to collaborate on the telling of local 
histories. 
 
Students have attended a series of workshops 
led by professional, and shire-based, histo-
rian Kate Gahan. All project participants have 
found the project both thought provoking and 
fun; it has demonstrated the value in collabora-
tion and inter-generational learning. Further, it 
has engaged students in our local history. 
Recent heritage projects undertaken in the Bal-
lina Shire have shown that the community is 
deeply interested in understanding our past. 
Using digital media to tell heritage stories aims 
to make these stories readily available across 
the community; given the prevalence digital 
media has in our daily lives.

Groups and their Stories
Jye, Salika, Jane and Susie
UNLOCKING SHEROO

Along with Europeans, Indian families settled in the Rich-
mond River district in the latter half of the nineteenth cen-
tury. Historically referred to as Hindoos, they worked as 
farm labourers, as well as established their own businesses. 
Sheroo Singh, whose story is told here, was among the dis-
trict’s early Indian migrant families. 

Being non-European, unmarried and working class, writ-
ten documentation about Sheroo is sparse. Revealing 
Sheroo’s story has required the careful ‘reading’ of his cart 
and riding crop, viewing photographs and newspapers 
and collecting an oral testimony. Alstonville resident El-
sie Johnston - now 101 years of age – grew up with the 
recollection that Sheroo “was always there” on her father’s 
Uralba farm. 

Sheroo’s story is unique, but at the same time representa-
tive of the experience of Indian migrant families. Learning 
that he was a Sikh, whose custom was to wear a turban, 
certainly made him look diff erent and his old spring cart 
confi rms that he took the produce from his market garden 
to stores in Ballina.
Further, Sheroo’s story highlights the importance of re-
taining the few surviving objects he left  behind. Sheroo’s 
spring cart, presently stored at Lumley Park Alstonville, is 
in urgent need of conservation care and clear signage. 
Jye, Salika, Jane and Susie would like to thank the Alston-
ville Plateau Historical Society, Richmond River Historical 
Society, Elsie Johnston (nee Crawford) and Anna Johns for 
assistance with our story.

Finn, John and Susie
THE ECHOES OF LUMLEY PARK

Th is is the story of Lumley Park from its origins as part of 
the Big Scrub to its vital restoration through the work of 
William Ambrose Crawford from the 1930s until he was 
well into his 90’s. Witnessed by the local fl ying fox com-
munity, this once extensive, dense sub-tropical rainforest 
that once carpeted the Alstonville Plateau area has been 
reduced to a mere 1% of its original size.

Lumley Park was fi rst gazetted as a Recreation Reserve in 
1901. A number of sporting clubs were established there 
over the next thirty years. In 1924 it was offi  cially estab-
lished as a Public Reserve and some ten years later Tint-
enbar Shire council set aside some of the park for preser-
vation and regeneration. Th e work of Ambrose Crawford 
and his Scrub Reserve committee was well “before its time” 
and gained international recognition in scholarly journals. 
A centerpiece of our fi lm is an interview with Ambrose’s 
daughter Dorothy Crawford.

continued on page 6
Groups at work



Our story is told from the perspective of the Eastern Tube-
nosed Bat (Nyctimene robinsoni). Locally listed now as 
vulnerable. Its Big Scrub was once home to a diverse range 
of flora and fauna.

Finn, John and Susie would like to thank the Alstonville 
Plateau Historical Society and Dorothy Crawford for as-
sistance with this story.

Jahla, Baden, Jan and Duke
THE CHANGING PLACE OF NEWRYBAR

Today Newrybar is a thriving rural-set village, located on 
the northern edge of the Ballina Shire. It is home to 460 
residents – both long-term and recently arrived. The vil-
lage is well-patronised by locals and visitors, flocking there 
to enjoy the food and shopping experiences it has to of-
fer. In recent years also, its community hall has grown in 
popularity as a venue for community and family events. 
Newrybar’s history and historic character is at the heart of 
its present day attraction. 

Newrybar was gazetted a village in 1881, two decades af-
ter the Colonial government legislated that land could be 
selected and purchased in the district. This triggered the 
migration of farmers and others to the region. 

A General Store, tinsmith and tailor, Presbyterian Church 
and Public School were among the facilities that were es-
tablished during the early decades of the village. Some 
of the village’s earliest buildings remain intact today; the 
village has also seen major changes across the decades, 
especially since the 1960s. The Changing Place of New-
rybar reveals the layered history of the Newrybar village 
streetscape since its establishment.

Jahla, Baden, Jan and Duke would like to thank Lynette 
Foster and Tony Kibblewhite for assistance with this story.

Monty, Jack, Elaine and Susie
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT ON THE PLATEAU

Built in 1902, the Alstonville Police Station has been an 
enduring government service in the town – both the po-
lice service and the original building remain today. The 
establishment of the station followed the turn of the new 
century, as well as calls by concerned citizens to police the 
‘fisticuffs’ that had begun to occur in the main street. 

With the growth of the population came the expansion of 
government and other services in the town, among these 
was the Police Station and the appointment of a resident 
police officer. The Federal Hotel was also newly established 
– 1901 – and indeed it was the reported cause of the trou-
bling fisticuffs that raised calls for a police station. The role 
of the police in the village was to maintain law and order, 
to protect residents from the non-law abiding. 
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It Just Wasn’t Cricket
The weekend starting on 30 September 2016 will be one etched into 
Alstonville history for a long time. Thanks to Garry Ensbey and members 
of the Alstonville Cricket Club an enjoyable time was had by all who 
attended several functions. The weekend began with a welcome on the 
Friday night at the Federal Hotel where many big sixes, some express fast 
bowling, some brilliant catches and some incredible sharp spinning balls 
were relived.

A crowd gathered at Hill Park Oval at 9.30am on the Saturday morning for 
the naming of the five nets at Geoff Watt Oval. This ceremony was ably 
compered by David Lees. Families were present to see the nets named after 
Roy Clark, Jim Weller, Vernie Eggins, Kevin Daley and Vince Donnelly 
who all were prominent Alstonville cricketers. Posthumous life membership 
was given to Roy Clark and CR Laidman while Les Daley and Graham 
Higgins were given life membership. The home turf wicket at Hill Park 
was named the Peter Bruggy Wicket after a man who has devoted many 
hours’ work to the upkeep of the field. A cricket ball was presented to the 
Alstonville Plateau Historical Society by the grandson of George Weston 
who took ten wickets in an innings in 1923 playing for Alstonville against 
Dunoon. A cricket match then followed between teams led by Greg Potter 
and Steve Robb. Some people may have suspected that Indian bookmakers 
had a presence as the match ended in a tie. A BBQ lunch ended a very 
special day which was well supported by cricket followers of the district.

Saturday night was a highlight of the weekend. It began at 6pm at the 
Plateau Sports Club with a viewing of a slideshow entitled Seasons Gone 
By. This was followed by the launch of Garry Ensbey’s book 140 Years 
Not Out – The History of Alstonville Cricket. This is the culmination 
of several years’ hard work involving an incredible amount of thorough 
research. I asked Gary to write this book several years ago as I knew he 
would do a magnificent job and he hasn’t let me down. It has become a 
popular publication for the Alstonville Plateau Historical Society and the 
first edition is almost sold out. Well done, Garry and thanks for your effort!

Unfortunately Brendan Drew, former Alstonville cricketer and later 
Tasmanian player was unable to attend the night but sent a video message. 
Noted former Australian fast bowler, Geoff Lawson, also sent a message. 
Various speakers spoke about Alstonville cricket with Graham Higgins, 
Robert Fowler, Greg Potter and Wayne Garrard being interviewed by 
MC, Stan Gilchrist, father of Australian legendary wicket-keeper, Adam 
Gilchrist about members of the Alstonville teams during different decades. 

The culmination of the night was the selection of a legends team for the 
period from the 1973-4 season to the present day. Congratulations go to 
the following players for their selection in this team: - Dick Bryant, Bob 
Fowler, Greg Potter, Elvin Robb, Garry Ensbey, Geoff Voss, Chris Rose, 
Graham Higgins, Steve Robb, Brendan Drew, Trevor Robb, Terry Murphy, 
Max Strong, Michael Lockrey and Peter Bruggy.

Thanks once again Garry and the Alstonville Cricket Club for a memorable 
weekend.

         IAN KIRKLAND

Alstonville Cricket 1951 to 1973 
continued from page 4

Ian McSwan with 26 wickets, Jack Donnelly (22), Bill 
Pearson (21) and Ellis Garrett also with 21 wickets.

In the 1969/70 season W (Bill) Pearson scores 152 not out 
and Graham Higgins 110 for a team score of 8/346 against 
Wollongbar on 17 Jan 1970.

In 1970/71 Mac Yabsley, a local school teacher and former 
Gordon, Sydney 1st Grade player joins Alstonville with 
good performances.

1972/73 season was the last season Alstonville played as 
an individual club identity in the BDCA competition

Ways We Play
continued from page 5

However not all play objects deal with domestic 
activities. Musical instruments such as the miniature 
Yamaha organ, several pianos, a tin whistle and a “ 
minigram” record player, shows that musical skills 
are often introduced as fun to children.

While our collection seems to have a bias towards 
girls toys our selection of games, particularly board 
games, are for all. It is interesting to note how 
games are often built on an important event. Take 
for example the “Sir Ross Smith Aeroplane Race 
Game”. This board game traces the first air race from 
England to Australia in 1919 and you guessed it: 
Ross Smith (pilot), his brother Keith, and mechanics 
James Bennett and Wally Shiers won. The board 
its self provides a history lesson. Peking is given 
as the name of what we now call Beijing and pink 
coloured countries show the extent of the British 
Commonwealth.

Many of our board games are well known - Chinese 
Checkers, Snakes and Ladders, Scrabble, Draughts 
and Monopoly but not so well known is the fact that 
Chinese Checkers has nothing to do with China as it 
was developed in Germany in1892. 

Looking at our small collection still raises questions 
about the nature of play and with the wisdom of 
hindsight we might find some games politically 
incorrect. Should we encourage children to shoot? Or 
call dark skinned children niggers or sambo? Collect 
bird’s eggs? And how should we present the digital 
games of the present? Come to our current exhibition 
which will make you think, probably smile, and even 
laugh…. as you try our hoops!       JANE GARDINER 

before amalgamation with Wollongbar CC.  Alstonville 
A Grade team for that last season included B Campbell, 
Robert Fowler, J McPherson, Pat Rankin, Mac Yabsley, 
Ian McSwan, G Marriott, H Bolt, Robert Craig, G Snow, 
Michael Bruggy, Graham Higgins, Jack Donnelly, S Dunn, 
R Bates and Hugh Daley.

In the season summary, Graham Higgins led the way with 
willow, notching up 613 runs (highest score 98), with 
Jim McPherson scoring 367 (HS 99), Jack Donnelly with 
354 runs (HS 94), Robert Fowler 436 (HS (99) and Mac 
Yablsey 281 runs (HS 89no).  In the bowling department, 
Pat Rankin captured 42 wickets, Ian McSwan (26), Ellis 
Garrett (20) and John Donnelly 20 wickets.

GARRY ENSBEY

Wind Ups

It’s Launched
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continued from page 5 This story takes a look at a sample of the crimes commit-
ted in Alstonville during the twentieth century. Hoping to 
unveil the village’s unacknowledged underbelly, a survey of 
Alstonville’s past crime has turned up unusual, and some-
what humorous, examples – judging by today’s standards. 
Laughter aside, the nature of past crime in Alstonville re-
flects the nature of the community that developed in the 
village.

Monty, Jack Elaine and Susie would like to thank the Al-
stonville Plateau Historical Society and Paul Parrington for 
assistance with this story.

Lilly, Jasmine, Amanda, Lois and Karenza
CARRY ON

Until recent decades, the influence of religion in shaping 
the local communities was significant. This is reflected in 
the number of historic churches of these denominations 
that ornament our towns and villages. 

Historically, religion played an important role in guiding 
the daily spiritual lives of settler communities. In addition, 
church activities brought families together socially, as well 
as serving philanthropic needs in the wider community. 

Today, though religion has less influence and among fewer 
residents than in the past, churches in our community still 
carry out important functions established decades ago.

Carry On takes a look at the ‘good works’ – or in current 
day terms the ‘ministries’ – of several members of St Bar-
tholomew’s, or St Bart’s, Anglican Church, most notably 
Annie King who wrote and published a cookbook to raise 
funds for soldiers wounded at war.

Jasmine, Lily, Amanda, Lois and Karenza would like to 
thank Alison Draper, Rev. Greg Ezzy and Maryanne Bi-
enke for assistance with this story.

Stephen, Sally, Emily, Richmond and Duke.
A MUSICAL SCHOOL

Presented with the areas of culture and education, this 
group decided to focus on the Alstonville Public School 
Band. The band developed an outstanding reputation lo-
cally and large numbers of parents and ex-students will 
have proud memories of their many public performances. 
Searches were undertaken at both Crawford House and 
the school for photos, articles and even recordings of such 
events.

A centrepiece of the project was an interview with Neville 
Keevers, the long-time bandmaster at the school and we 
sincerely thank him for his cooperation. Former principal 
Des Burke was also able to provide material for the project.

The team would like to thank APHS Researcher Alison 
Draper for assistance with this story.

continued on page 7
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It Just Wasn’t Cricket
The weekend starting on 30 September 2016 will be one etched into 
Alstonville history for a long time. Thanks to Garry Ensbey and members 
of the Alstonville Cricket Club an enjoyable time was had by all who 
attended several functions. The weekend began with a welcome on the 
Friday night at the Federal Hotel where many big sixes, some express fast 
bowling, some brilliant catches and some incredible sharp spinning balls 
were relived.

A crowd gathered at Hill Park Oval at 9.30am on the Saturday morning for 
the naming of the five nets at Geoff Watt Oval. This ceremony was ably 
compered by David Lees. Families were present to see the nets named after 
Roy Clark, Jim Weller, Vernie Eggins, Kevin Daley and Vince Donnelly 
who all were prominent Alstonville cricketers. Posthumous life membership 
was given to Roy Clark and CR Laidman while Les Daley and Graham 
Higgins were given life membership. The home turf wicket at Hill Park 
was named the Peter Bruggy Wicket after a man who has devoted many 
hours’ work to the upkeep of the field. A cricket ball was presented to the 
Alstonville Plateau Historical Society by the grandson of George Weston 
who took ten wickets in an innings in 1923 playing for Alstonville against 
Dunoon. A cricket match then followed between teams led by Greg Potter 
and Steve Robb. Some people may have suspected that Indian bookmakers 
had a presence as the match ended in a tie. A BBQ lunch ended a very 
special day which was well supported by cricket followers of the district.

Saturday night was a highlight of the weekend. It began at 6pm at the 
Plateau Sports Club with a viewing of a slideshow entitled Seasons Gone 
By. This was followed by the launch of Garry Ensbey’s book 140 Years 
Not Out – The History of Alstonville Cricket. This is the culmination 
of several years’ hard work involving an incredible amount of thorough 
research. I asked Gary to write this book several years ago as I knew he 
would do a magnificent job and he hasn’t let me down. It has become a 
popular publication for the Alstonville Plateau Historical Society and the 
first edition is almost sold out. Well done, Garry and thanks for your effort!

Unfortunately Brendan Drew, former Alstonville cricketer and later 
Tasmanian player was unable to attend the night but sent a video message. 
Noted former Australian fast bowler, Geoff Lawson, also sent a message. 
Various speakers spoke about Alstonville cricket with Graham Higgins, 
Robert Fowler, Greg Potter and Wayne Garrard being interviewed by 
MC, Stan Gilchrist, father of Australian legendary wicket-keeper, Adam 
Gilchrist about members of the Alstonville teams during different decades. 

The culmination of the night was the selection of a legends team for the 
period from the 1973-4 season to the present day. Congratulations go to 
the following players for their selection in this team: - Dick Bryant, Bob 
Fowler, Greg Potter, Elvin Robb, Garry Ensbey, Geoff Voss, Chris Rose, 
Graham Higgins, Steve Robb, Brendan Drew, Trevor Robb, Terry Murphy, 
Max Strong, Michael Lockrey and Peter Bruggy.

Thanks once again Garry and the Alstonville Cricket Club for a memorable 
weekend.

         IAN KIRKLAND

APHS Monthly Meetings
Community Resource Centre
10 Wardell Road, Alstonville 

2.00 pm third Sunday of the month

15 January 2017

Volunteers’ Christmas 
Luncheon 

Wednesday December 7th 2016
at 11.30am 

in the Crawford House 
Community Resource Centre.

WASTE AND RECYCLING 
SERVICES

SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

6621 7431 • 6687 2559

REAL ESTATE
80 Main Street, Alstonville

Your Local Real Estate Specialists
6628 0000

You’ll be SURPRISED
at what you find at your 
LOCAL POST OFFICE

WOLLONGBAR POST OFFICE
The Palms Shopping Centre

6628 3430

Featuring many interesting 
household objects reflecting 
family life from the turn of 
the century to the 1960s
10 Wardell Road, Alstonville
Open Fri 10–4 pm, Sun 1–4 pm
Other days by appointment

Crawford House Museum

before amalgamation with Wollongbar CC.  Alstonville 
A Grade team for that last season included B Campbell, 
Robert Fowler, J McPherson, Pat Rankin, Mac Yabsley, 
Ian McSwan, G Marriott, H Bolt, Robert Craig, G Snow, 
Michael Bruggy, Graham Higgins, Jack Donnelly, S Dunn, 
R Bates and Hugh Daley.

In the season summary, Graham Higgins led the way with 
willow, notching up 613 runs (highest score 98), with 
Jim McPherson scoring 367 (HS 99), Jack Donnelly with 
354 runs (HS 94), Robert Fowler 436 (HS (99) and Mac 
Yablsey 281 runs (HS 89no).  In the bowling department, 
Pat Rankin captured 42 wickets, Ian McSwan (26), Ellis 
Garrett (20) and John Donnelly 20 wickets.

GARRY ENSBEY
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Hannah, Mobina and Karenza
FEAR NOT – ARCHIE’S STORY

In the early 1890s the Wollongbar Experimental Farm was established by the 
Colonial Government of NSW. Its aim was to experiment with diff erent crops 
and animal husbandry techniques to guide the farming activity of those who 
had settled in the district. Since this time its roles has shift ed overtime, as new 
needs emerged for government. 

Aft er WWI the Wollongbar Experimental Farm was off ered to house and train 
boys brought to Australia as part of the Dreadnought Scheme. Th is scheme was 
one of a number of child migration schemes that operated in the early twentieth 
century to assist in placing youth in employment in areas where labour short-
age existed. 

Archie’s Story is told through the eyes of a Dreadnought boy. His perspective 
is a composite story of the experience of the child migrant who came to Wol-
longbar between the years 1938 and 1943. 

Mobina, Hannah and Karenza would like to thank the Alstonville Plateau His-
torical Society and Bob Smith for assistance with this story.

Sally, Rose, Roger and Duke
BANK OF NSW ALSTONVILLE

Th e former Bank of NSW, located on the western corner of main street Alston-
ville, is a gem of a building. It reveals some interesting and little known aspects 
of the district’s history. 

Constructed in 1921, the Bank was designed by architect Frederick J Board. He 
rose to architectural prominence in the district in the 1920s – Board designed 
many other important and prominent buildings across the region. Th e bank is 
a rare example of the timber constructed buildings he designed.

Local contractor Dayal Singh built the bank from local timbers. Many of the 
timbers used to construct were highly prized at the time. 

Sally, Rose, Roger and Duke would like to thank the Alstonville Plateau Histori-
cal Society for assistance with this story.

Eloise, Tamryn, Cathy and Karenza
SEARCHING FOR ANDREW CONNOLLY

In the late nineteenth century, with the creation of towns and villages in the 
Richmond River district, churches and cemeteries were established by settlers 
of European background. 

Migrants of English, Scottish and Irish descent brought with them their reli-
gious traditions of Anglicanism, Methodism and Catholicism. Th ese were the 
dominant religions practised in the district. Cemeteries established were sec-
tioned according to these traditions, so that those of the same religion were 
buried together and apart from those of other faiths.

Th e historic divisions of cemeteries according to faith remain evident when 
visiting our local historic cemeteries. Other ‘traditions’ or past social mores 
practised regarding death and burial are revealed through a closer look at the 
layout of our historic cemeteries. Searching for Andrew Connolly explores how 
his religious community felt about, and responded to, his death by suicide in 
the late nineteenth century.   

Eloise, Tamryn, Cathy and Karenza, would like to thank the Alstonville Plateau 
Historical Society and Kerry Cohen for assistance with this story.

Youth Week 
Exhibition Program

Northern Rivers 
Community Gallery

29 March - 23 April 2017

19th March  / 23rd April
 21st May / 18th June
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Lois Hennes appealed to our local community for “objects that whirr and clank” for our new toys exhibition, “Ways to 
Play.” But I am very pleased that she has found a space to include a range of children’s books in the display.

A look at popular children’s books over time provides a fascinating insight into changes in language, literary fashions 
and even our sense of national identity. A look at the two books in the “Politically Incorrect” corner of the display in the 
Crawford Room will provide evidence of this.

As a youngster in the early Menzies years, I can recall my parents reading to me from “Blinky Bill” and “The Magic 
Pudding” but perhaps it was difficult (at that time) to find too many other Australian titles on the shelves of bookshops.

So when able to read myself to sleep, I recall that borrowed Enid Blyton titles predominated – “Famous Five” adventures 
and “Milly Molly Mandy” stories, for example. Were other boys reading “Milly Molly Mandy,” I now wonder?

Fast-forward to the 1990’s and as an English teacher/parent, what was to dominate Phoebe’s bedtime tales?

BOOKS FROM OUR CHILDHOOD

Alstonville Plateau Historical Society provides a service to the public to research enquiries into the history of 
people, places and events relevant to both the Alstonville Plateau and Ballina Shire.

The Research Centre is open Fridays 10.00 am to 4.00 pm or by arrangement, and it is recommended
that prior to a visit you contact us either by email (info@aphsmuseum.org.au) or at the Research Centre

so we can send you our research form and ensure we have a member to help you.

Interestingly, one of Phoebe’s great favourites from this genre – Eric Carle’s “A Very Hungry Caterpillar” - she now 
enjoys reading to her pre-school classes!

But the author who dominated the late 90’s and beyond for Phoebe’s generation was the new millenium’s Enid Blyton 
– JK Rowling.

Phoebe loved the “Harry Potter” books. Despite its very English setting, as the reader of the early titles I, too, was 
captivated by Hogwarts, quidditch and the hair-raising adventures of Harry, Hermione and Ron.

All good things come to an end! After we queued up at Grace Brothers, Bondi Junction, to buy “Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Phoenix,” Phoebe took to her bedroom all weekend and read it to herself.

Several of these issues were raised in an interesting freebie I recently acquired. “Save Oz Stories” is a 150 page 
publication by Melbourne University Press in which over twenty of our best Australian authors argue passionately for 
the survival of a viable publishing industry in the face of the Federal Government’s attempts to measure the worth of 
the output of local authors and publishers via a Productivity Commission.

Attempting to argue the productivity of Australian authors should be considered somewhat differently to the output of 
other types of manufacturers, celebrated children’s author Jackie French states:  “No trade delegation, no matter how 
large its budget, can give you the international PR of “Possum Magic” or “The 26-Storey Treehouse.” When a child 
in China, Texas or Korea is raised on “The Diary of a Wombat,” they breathe in Australia too, subtly and irrevocably.”

Be sure to come and breathe in a sense of what activities generations of local children have been raised on in our current 
exhibition – and don’t forget to search for the books!

                                            JOHN SIM.

If you search carefully on the dressing table in the Crawford 
House front bedroom, you may notice “Phoebe’s Book 
1991,” a cloth-book made by my mother specially for her 
third grandchild. It was most definitely a “hands-on” object 
involving unzipping a hippo’s mouth, untying bows on a 
giraffe’s neck and unplaiting a lion’s tail.

Even though the same objects were always encountered, 
repetition – perhaps accompanied by sound effects – was 
welcomed.

I’m certain that while I can still recall a much loved 
illustration on a Golden Book cover of “The Saggy Baggy 
Elephant” from the 1950’s, there were many more children’s 
picture books available to youngsters in the 1990’s.
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Toys Exhibition

In my last column I reported on preparations for the 
opening of the “Ways We Play” Exhibition. Now, some three 
months later I am writing aft er a quite exhilarating morning 
– and something of a fi rst for both Crawford House and the 
APHS.

We have just hosted a visit by twenty youngsters from 
Possum Place Pre-school. Many thanks to Jane, Lois, 
Chris, Belinda, Margaret and Susan for your great work in 
entertaining, demonstrating and enchanting our visitors aft er 
their walk to the House through a steady drizzle!

May 20-21. Helpers will be needed to sell our publications 
particularly as the Sunday clashes with our May meeting. 

Pixel the Past Project

As you can see, this edition is largely given over to reporting 
on the work of the High School students and mentors to pre-
sent a story about each of their chosen themes.

Can I sincerely thank our members (named elsewhere in this 
edition) for their involvement in this project? I am sure that we 
have learnt something of the challenges of trimming down a 
mass of material into the structure of a three-minute fi lm.
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP

At our recent AGM I was very pleased to be able to 
confer APHS Life Membership on immediate Past 
President, Ina le Bas. In moving acceptance of her 
Annual Report Richmond Manyweathers spoke 
glowingly of the splendid work she had done while in 
the President’s chair.

In addition to those matters, I would also like to 
acknowledge the immense amount of excellent 
publicity Ina generated for the Society. A string of 
great photos in local papers all greatly enhanced the 
APHS profile in the eyes of the community. Many 
thanks for that great achievement, Ina.

PIXEL THE PAST

A similar sense of excitement (with a touch of trepidation) is being felt by about ten of our members who 
volunteered to act as mentors for Alstonville High students in the “Pixel the Past” project. Project designer, 
Kate Gahan, has selected nine themes to guide us. Currently, our members are searching for resources that 
can be used by the students to present those stories about various heritage themes.                           JOHN SIM

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Also on that day we were all delighted to be able to 
play a part in helping Dorothy Crawford celebrate 
her 98th birthday. After receiving a bunch of flowers 
from Ina, Dorothy contributed (in fine form) to our 
“Show and Tell” and then was quite prepared to share 
some of her tasty birthday cake with us all. 

Congratulations, Dorothy!

NEW EXHIBITION

Preparations are well underway for the installation 
and opening of our next exhibition, “The Games  
We Play.” Lois Hennes has had a team of helpers

constructing a range of exquisite, hands-on toys for 
display. At the conclusion of the exhibition, these 
items are to be donated to five local pre-schools. 
Many thanks Lois, Joyce, Lorella, Pat, Marian and 
Sue.

Meanwhile our indefatigable Eric Clark has spent 
many hours cutting and hole-punching materials for 
members of Jan Seymour’s Bucket Club to construct 
their own toy drums. This exhibition, which runs well 
into 2017, promises great excitement for visitors of 
all ages. Bears of Course
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Kate addressing the Pixellers in a High School art room

Th e students have also discovered something about the 
wealth of research material available through our organiza-
tion. Let’s hope this leads to some younger APHS members 
in the future.

I would like to thank Kate Gahan for off ering us the chance 
to become involved in this challenging project. Many thanks 
also to Stephanie O’Brien for allowing us to use Alstonville 
High’s facilities and to Skye McNamara from the Council for 
keeping us so well fed!

Th e Lease

Our last Executive meeting voted to accept Ballina Council’s 
off er of a three-year lease for the APHS at Crawford House. 
We are currently assembling documentation to accompany a 
further request for Council to consider extending the length 
of the lease. It was pleasing to receive very positive backing 
from the Royal Australian Historical Society in pursuit of this 
matter.

JOHN SIM

Two boys from Possum Place 
taking a second look at the Dolls' Houses

March 2017
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If you search carefully on the dressing table in the Crawford 
House front bedroom, you may notice “Phoebe’s Book 
1991,” a cloth-book made by my mother specially for her 
third grandchild. It was most definitely a “hands-on” object 
involving unzipping a hippo’s mouth, untying bows on a 
giraffe’s neck and unplaiting a lion’s tail.

Even though the same objects were always encountered, 
repetition – perhaps accompanied by sound effects – was 
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1 students from Holy Family School, Skennars Head have ar-
ranged visits in the last weeks of this engaging display.

Forthcoming Dates

At our January meeting, aft er a fruitful  discussion, it was de-
cided that the annual event thanking our volunteers for their 
support would move away from that busy (and hot) period at 
the beginning of December to a self-catered luncheon in our 
CRC in June/July. I will be able to provide more details in the 
next Pioneer.

Another change of date will be our April monthly meeting. 
As the third Sunday clashes with Easter Sunday, our meeting 
will take place on April 23.

Once again, we have accepted the Rotary Club’s invitation 
to participate in this year’s Antiques Fair on the weekend of

What a great idea, 
Lois, to have so many 
hands-on toys availa-
ble on the back veran-
dah. Th e woodpecker, 
piano accordion and 
cash register had not 
had such a workout for 
many a long year.

As adult visitors had 
begun to dwindle in  
the extreme heat of 
January/February, it 
has been particularly 
pleasing that two pre-
schools and 60 Year


