APHS NEWS

The

President’s report
The next couple of months are going to be very busy
for our members.
Frock Club
Congratulations to Lois and Ruth on their visit to Ben
Lomond. Not only was there a good crowd but the
local schoolchildren were involved and the coverage
given by several local newspapers was outstanding.
We have already had three visitors from Glen Innes
as a result of the event. Lois and Ruth hope to go to
Bingara later in the year.
Quilt Show
Once again we had a very successful quilt show.
Thanks to all those involved in the organisation in any
way. Everything seemed to run very smoothly.

Coming Events
Strong Book Launch
This terrific book will be launched at The House
With No Steps on 15th September. Members of our
society who are interested in attending the launch
are cordially invited so I hope we have a good
representation. Afternoon tea will be supplied by the
family.
Stall in Plaza
As events providing opportunities to sell books have
become fewer in number we have decided to have
a stall in the Plaza on Saturday 31 August from 9 am
to 4pm. Not only does this promote the museum, but
it will be an opportunity to sell Kevin Olivieri’s recent
book on Ballina as well as two new books Recognising
Alstonville District Citizens Book 3 and Recognising
Ballina District Citizens Book 2 which I have compiled.
Sydney or the Bush
This band will perform on the lawn at Crawford
House Museum on 29 September. Cost is $10 per family
or $5 per adult. Please bring own foldup chairs or a rug
to sit on as we will not be providing seating. A hat may

also be useful as shelter will not be provided. This is a
great chance to hear many of the bush tunes which
were popular in earlier times. It would greatly help if
tickets were purchased beforehand. The band will
play from 2 pm to 4 pm. CDs will be available on the
day.
Museums and Galleries Chapter Meeting
The second meeting of the chapter for the year will
be held at Kyogle on Friday 6 September. This is an
opportunity to see their new museum. Jane and I will
be attending.

BOOK LAUNCH
Family, Farms and Faith
Sunday 15 September
at
Summerland House Farm 2pm

Photographic Exhibition
A very pleasant afternoon was held for the
opening of the Brown Photographic exhibition. I
would like to encourage you to visit this interesting
exhibition and also suggest to your friends that they
do so as well. Several people have put a lot of time
and effort into setting up this exhibition.
Community Projects
Thanks to those of you who managed to vote
for our fence. The difficulties and unfairness of the
procedure have been passed on to our local MP
Tamara Smith who passed our concerns to the
minister involved. We eagerly wait to find out if we
have been successful.
The society’s sympathy goes out to the families
of our late members Lance Kennaugh and Alma
Blades. They were both valuable members of our
organisation and will be greatly missed.
Ian Kirkland
President

Just a reminder that subscriptions are due in
October

Alstonville Plateau Historical Society provides a service to the public to research enquiries into the history
of people, places, and events relevant to both the Alstonville Plateau and Ballina Shire.
The Research Centre is open Fridays 10.00am to 4.00pm or by arrangement, and it is recommended that
prior to a visit you contact us either by email (info@aphsmuseum.org.au) or at the Research Centre so we
can send you our research form and ensure we have a member to help you.
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Pictured outside Crawford House, APHS member Rhonda
Yealland, described as “a much loved matriarch” in the extended
Strong family and noted for her extraordinary ability to identify
and name family members in very large group photos taken at
past reunions.
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Alstonville Plateau Historical Society Inc.
Established 21 October 2001 • ABN 14 079 187 469
Affiliated with the Royal Australian Historical Society
CRAWFORD HOUSE MUSEUM & COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE
10 Wardell Road, Alstonville - 02 6628 1829 (Fri& Sun)
Email: info@aphsmuseum.org.au
Website: www.aphsmuseum.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Crawford
House-Museum/237678339768274
Museum: Open Fridays 10am-4pm and Sundays 1-4pm
Research Centre: Open Fridays 10.00-4.00pm
PATRONS: K.Hogan MP, T. George MP, Cr D. Wright, T.Smith MP
SOCIETY’S AIMS
To collect, preserve, display and provide documents and photos
of a historical nature of the Alstonville Plateau and Ballina Shire for
current and future generations. We welcome stories, photos and
family histories for our records and newsletter publications.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS
3rd Sunday of each month at 2pm
Alstonville Community Resource Centre
Crawford House, 10 Wardell Road, Alstonville.
(Guest speaker and general meeting)

Very early in the Society's existence, circa 2003,
we became aware that the Ballina Shire Council
was going to replace the bridges due to their
deterioration.
We contacted the Council and tried to convince
them that as the bridges were almost 100 years old
that one of them at least should be preserved for its
heritage value.
Council did not agree saying that even the
upkeep on part of one of them would be excessive
and that they had to go.
This was subsequently done and nothing more was
heard about them.
To my surprise, on a recent visit to Shaws Bay
Ballina, I came across some newly erected seats on
the western side of the Bay. On closer inspection
there was a plate attached giving a short history of
the Teven Bridges, from which these seats came.

CORRESPONDENCE AND ENQURIES
The Hon Secretary, Alstonville Plateau Historical Society,
PO Box 65, Alstonville NSW 2477
Phone 02 6628 1829 (Fri)
Email: ltmarshall41@gmail.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS:
Due 1 October each year
(Includes public risk insurance and quarterly newsletters)
Fees: Adult $25; Family $40; Student $5
(Please add $5.00 if newsletters are to be posted)
Corporate Membership: $100.00 p.a.
(Incl. newsletter advertisement and full membership)

***

President: Ian Kirkland - iankirkland@bigpond.com
Past President: John Sim - jdsim47@yahoo.com.au
Hon.Secretary (Correspondence):
Liz Marshall - ltmarshall41@gmail.com
Public Officer:
Brian Worthington - bnbworth1@gmail.com
Hon. Treasurer: Lyn Greene
Volunteers Co-ordinator: Jane Gardiner - gardiner2477@gmail.com
Research Officer: Alison Draper - alisondraper@bigpond.com
Publicity Officer: Cathy Cohen - kerrycohen@bigpond.com
Committee: Margaret Ryan, Gwen Clark, Rosemary Weaver,
Rhonda Bonner
Crawford House & CRC Booking Enquiries:
John Sim - jdsim47@yahoo.com.au
Webmistress: Liz Marshall - ltmarshall41@gmail.com
Past-Presidents:
Marguerite Fuller, Jane Gardiner, Ian Kirkland, John Sim, Ina le Bas
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World War II
Local Plane Crash
Beside the Hinterland Way at Knockrow is a
monument on the eastern side of the road which is
frequently passed without the drivers realising the
significance of it. Many newcomers to this district are
unaware of the important part Evans Head played
during the war in training pilots for service overseas.
This base had massive losses overseas of pilots who
trained there but there were also local casualties.
On 22 May 1944 a plane containing four RAAF
airmen crashed while flying from Brisbane to Evans
Head. The four airmen, Flt-Lt Ernest Allan Shackell,
Flying Officer Trevor Llewellyn Woodgate, Warrant
Officer Edmund James Kiely Ahern and Sgt Gordon
Hill, all from Brisbane, were killed. They were all buried
in Evans Head War cemetery.
The crash was heard by many locals as far afield as
Pearces Creek. The Pearson brothers of that district
rode their horses to Knockrow to investigate. Doris
Kirkland, Ian’s mother, heard the crash while hanging
out the washing at Booyong.
In September 1950 Tintenbar Shire Council
approved the erection of the monument subject to
approval of the Main Roads Board.
Ian Kirkland
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Member Profile - Brian Worthington

On the Road Again...

Barbara and Brian Worthington
I was born in Brisbane in 1938 and subsequently
attended Hendra State School, Ascot State School
and State Commercial High School. At the High
School I became Table Tennis and Tennis Champion.
In 1953 I became Office Boy at the Transport
and General Insurance Company, a subsidiary of
the Australian Guarantee Corporation Finance
Company. After working in various departments
I became Assistant Accountant. In 1958 I was
transferred to the Lismore Branch as Chief Clerk then
became an Inspector in 1960.
My wife Barbara worked in the Lismore Branch and
we were married in 1960. I was promoted to Wagga
Wagga Branch Manager from 1968-1970, then
transferred back to Lismore as Branch Manager 19701977. Due to a proposed move to Sydney, I resigned
in 1977 and became an Oil Company representative
until 1980. I joined the NRMA Lismore Agency at
Trevan Ford from 1980 to 1989 and then transferred
to the new NRMA Lismore Branch Office in 1989 until I
retired at age 60 in 1998.
During my working and social life, I have been
involved in various positions of each Club/Association
I have joined. Hereunder are a few of them:
Treasurer and team member of Lismore Norths
Cricket Club
Founding Secretary of the Lismore Automobile Club
President of the Lismore Insurance Institute
President and team Captain of the Lismore Easts
Cricket Club
Committee member of the Lismore Motor Trades
Golf Day
Founding Secretary and later President of the City
of Lismore Lions Club
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President, Secretary, Treasurer of the Northern Rivers
Bushwalkers Club
Founding Secretary 3 years and Treasurer 8 years of
the Alstonville Plateau Historical Society.
Life Member and Public Officer of the APHS
Justice of the Peace
Various hobbies and interests have included:
cricket, tennis, golf, lawn bowls, table tennis,
bushwalking, fishing, canoeing, reading, painting,
writing, caravanning, and touring. In 1984 I obtained
my motor-cycle licence and am now enjoying my
11th motor-cycle, a 2011 Suzuki GS500F which has
done 60,000 kms from new.
I was a very early member of the Ulysses Motor
Cycle Club in 1984 with membership number 36. That
Club now has over 20,000 members.
Barbara and I have travelled extensively in Australia,
having been to every state. My overseas trips have
been England, Scotland and Wales, Belgium, France
and New Zealand.
We have two children, Kerri and Mark, and two
grand-children, Courtney and Tahlia.
Barbara and I celebrated our 59th Wedding
Anniversary in June 2019.

Following their successful
presentation in Deepwater at
Easter, Lois Hennes and Ruth Povall took to the
road again at the end of July, this time to drought
affected Ben Lomond.
Janelle Stewart, from the Guyra Gazette said “...
memories were dusted off and brought out of the
closet at Ben Lomond for the presentation by the
award-winning Frock Club”.
Lois and Ruth were overwhelmed by the support
shown by over 130 people, some of whom had
come from Tamworth, Grafton and Glen Innes.
The Frock Club presentations give locals in drought
areas a chance to socialise, get away from the
worries of the drought for a few hours and meet and

Below photos from Sandi Fritzgerald’s collection
taken at Ben Lomond.

Ben Lomond War Memorial Hall with attendees for
the Frock Club presentation. Photo - Nicholas Fuller,
Glen Innes Examiner.

Bridget Jolly, Lillianna Eddy, Georgette Loeb, Lilli
Harris. Ben Lomond students who enjoyed being
part of the presentation.
Photo - Nicholas Fuller, Glen Innes Examiner.
www.aphsmuseum.org.au

talk to others over a cup of tea.
A number of attendees came in period clothes.

www.aphsmuseum.org.au
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Book Review: Family, Farms and Faith

Sunday ‘ARVO singalong with

– Two Strong Families and Kin

Quite often a family history will be a publication
written largely for members and future members of
that family. In fact, local history itself will sometimes
target a limited audience within a particular area.
The best family histories, however, will offer more than

Gloria and Wilf Strong, newly married,
Alstonville dairy farm, 1940.
this. Recently published, Nick Brodie’s “Kin” is one
such.
Brodie states: “I have tracked my people through
the records of their times in ships and in prisons,
their moments of fame in local newspapers,
their hardships, their headstones, oral traditions
passed down, court transcripts, their letters and
photographs.”
Leaving aside the prisons, so too has Gillian
Shadwick. Her most comprehensive history of her
family – “Family, Farms and Faith – Two Strong Families
and Kin” – covers the period from the arrival in NSW
of two Irish brothers (James and Henry Strong) in 1864
up to the present. It also provides fascinating details
about life in County Donegal prior to the great Irish
Famine.
Many Irish immigrant stories begin with reference
to convict transportation, but this book covers
the equally interesting issue of free Irish migration.
While James and Henry and their growing families
were able to survive the famine without becoming
destitute, they eventually became part of the two
million of their compatriots to leave home. With real
clarity and empathy, Gillian examines the “push” and
“pull” factors behind the big decision.
The central issue – to stay or go – is presented
poignantly in detail supplemented appropriately by
copies of cartoons, advertisements, sketches, diary
extracts and the like.
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“There would be no returning home. Their home
by the bay and the seasons and rhythms of farming
life held generations of memories. Any exchange of
letters would take seven slow months.” (P. 17)
In what is described as a “hard first year” many
family members must have wondered about the
wisdom of their move. The sheer hard work of both
male and female pioneer settlers around present
day Berry and Kiama (then all over again in the Big
Scrub around Rous) is thoroughly described and
documented. So also are the hardships and tragedies:
near fatal snake bites; tragic falls from horses and
the slow death of a seven year old son as a result of
horrendous burns.
Hardships were sometimes overcome by family
generosity. When, in 1884, the Clarke home at
Woodhill was burned down, family members quickly
donated over 30 pounds to rebuild. Family squabbles
are also covered and sometimes involved litigation.
Defamation proceedings for ten pounds were
undertaken by Robert and Catherine Clarke (nee
Strong) alleging that Robert Walker had told other
people that Mrs Clarke’s new born twin sons looked
like the local doctor “but without the spectacles!”

Family photograph, Albert’s and Edith’s Golden
Wedding Anniversary, Ballina, 1950.
Contemporary documents indicated “a deep
local interest in the proceedings” in a full court
house. Perhaps mercifully, the two-member bench
of magistrates (after retiring for five minutes) realised
they held opposite views on the matter and so no
verdict could be given.
This impressive 250 page publication contains many
www.aphsmuseum.org.au

at Crawford House Museum
29 September
Albert and Edith’s wedding reception, Edith’s
parents’ home Sericulus, Alstonville, 1909.
such fascinating anecdotes that cover a vast range
of family activities. There are wartime experiences;
cattle, horse and draught horse breeding successes;
business ventures like the minister of religion who
became a very successful newsagent; family
weddings and reunions. Almost all such stories
are supplemented with a wonderful array of fine
photographs.
We now have a copy of “Family, Farms and Faith”
in our library and I can thoroughly recommend it to
you all.
John Sim

Lance Kennaugh
A Country Boy at Heart
14/07/1929 to 27/07/2019
Lance was the son of James and Gladys
Kennaugh. The family lived at ‘Brockley’ opposite
the Blueberry farm on the Bruxner Highway. They
moved to Rous Mill and had the general store
from c1931 – 1956.
I met Lance through a phone call to ask
questions on the Rous area.
I made numerous phone calls to him and he
was always willing to help me, especially when
I had visitors who were looking for their family,
farms and information. It was never too hard for
him to come and collect them and take them
down and show them around. It was always an
absolute pleasure to have a chat with him and
ask questions.
One of my first questions was, ‘Whose initials
and date are in the concrete gatepost at the
Rous cemetery?’ Lance replied, ‘My sister Carol
and the date my father made the gatepost of
course’.
Alison Draper

www.aphsmuseum.org.au

Come and join us on the front lawn of Crawford
House Museum for an exciting afternoon of authentic
Aussie bush music performed by the Sydney or the
Bush trio from Kunghur, in the hills of the North Coast of
NSW.
They were formed 11 years ago for the Sphinx Rock
Festival and all three live in Kunghur.
It will be a walk back in time for the audience as
much of the music they play is around 100 years old.
The three are: Sydney Welling, on vocals and his
squeezebox circa. 1890. He is also an Australian
music historian and will entertain you with amazing
information about the origins of the music they are
performing.
Barry Shaw (vocals, skankin' ukulele, banjo,
mandolin) has had many years performing in bands
of all shapes and sizes, but loves the traditional Aussie
tunes. Barry is the beating heart of Sydney or the Bush
and remembering the chords for well over a hundred
songs never phases him in the slightest.
Fiona Ryan (tin whistles, flute and sublime harmonies
and vocals) is a highly experienced professional
musician and teacher who is excited to have an
opportunity to play and sing all the tunes she was
raised on. She was inspired by her very musical Celtic
family, including her cousin, Alex Hood, the famous
Aussie folk singer who penned Brumby Jack. Fiona
has a great passion for (and an enormous collection
of!) tin whistles and flutes.
So come bring a hat, folding chair or a rug to sit
on and enjoy the music on Sunday September 29th
starting at 2pm.
No chairs or shelter will be provided

Cost $10 per family or $5.00 per adult
plus afternoon tea.
For tickets phone Crawford House Museum
on 6628 1829 or email to
aphs2477@yahoo.com.au
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